
Twenty-third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
September 6, 2020

“If two of you agree on earth 
about anything for which they 
are to pray, it shall be granted 
to them by my heavenly Father.”

— Matthew 18:19

A MESSAGE OF LOVE
In the final verses of today’s Gospel reading Jesus says that

when two or three are gathered in his name, “there am I in the
midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). So we understand that fraternal
correction is always undertaken with Jesus present to us. 

Likewise, encouraging the good in others is not only the right
thing for us to do,  it  is  a  necessity.  The Lord tells the prophet
Ezekiel that if he “does not speak out” to dissuade a person from
evil, then he too will be held responsible.

We live in a “do your own thing” age when moral objectivity is
often ignored. Clearly when the message we share with others is
one of  love,  our  motives  cannot  ever  be misinterpreted.  As St.
Paul writes, “Love does no evil to the neighbor; hence, love is the
fulfillment of the law” (Romans 13:10).          --J. S. Paluch Co.

SAINT PETER CLAVER (1581-1654)    
September 9

Nearly  two  hundred  years  before  the  Declaration  of
Independence proclaimed “that  all  men are  created equal,”  two
hundred  fifty  years  before  the  Emancipation  Proclamation
mandated  an  end  to  slavery,  three  hundred  fifty  years  before
Martin Luther King’s “I  Have a Dream,” and four hundred years
before  the  election  of  an  American  president  boasting  African
heritage, Peter Claver left his native Spain behind to volunteer for
the Jesuit missions in Colombia. There, he was horrified both by
slavery as an institution and by the inhuman brutality inflicted upon
the  slaves.  He  solemnly  vowed  to  become  “the  slave  of  the
slaves,” and lived that vow heroically for close to forty years. Not
knowing  their  language,  Peter  began  his  ministry  among  the
slaves  by  using  the  universal  language  of  practical  charity,
providing medical care and a tangible though wordless assertion of
their human dignity: “We spoke to them not with words but with our
hands,  kneeling  beside  them,  bathing  their  faces  and  bodies,
encouraging  them  with  friendly  gestures”  (see  Liturgy  of  the
Hours,  Volume  4, p.  2018).  Then  came  evangelization  and
baptism. Holiness as human wholeness: Peter Claver’s enduring
witness.               -Peter Scagnelli, ©J. S. Paluch Co.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-7, 12; Lk 6:6-11, 
Tuesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23
Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-17; Lk 6:20-26
Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-13; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 23-24; Lk 6:27-38
Friday: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84:3-6, 12; Lk 6:39-42
Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18; Lk 6:43-49
Sunday: Sir 27:30- 28:7; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: Labor Day
Tuesday: The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Wednesday: St. Peter Claver
Friday: Patriot Day
Saturday: The Most Holy Name of Mary; Blessed Virgin Mary

Finance Corner:    Your generosity 
is greatly needed and appreciated!
    For the month of September offerings: 
PLEASE mail to St. Philip/St. Teresa Parish,
P. O. Box 339, Occidental CA  95465.   Or donate at our website  
www.stphilipstteresa.org  via Paypal or card.  Include your offering
envelope # with your donation.
August:     1st  Collections:  $9326.   Rural Food:  $5691.

      Add'l Op.  & Capital Exp:  $2756.  

9/6:  Diocesan Seminarians.   9/13:  Operating Expenses.

Mark your Calendar for Future Events & Meetings:
Parish Council   [PC]  :  TBA Zoom
Finance Council   [FC]  :  TBA Zoom
Liturgy Committee:  TBA Zoom
St. Teresa Ladies Guild:  Contact Diane, 823-6044
St. Philip Ladies Guild:  Contact Penny, 559-367-7403
Every Friday, Centering Prayer: cancelled for now
Coffee & Goodies: cancelled for now
Mondays & Wednesdays-Seniors Lunch at 12noon:  cancelled for now

     ♥          Mass   Intentions      ♥       Schedule  

All Mass Intentions requested before Covid-19 mid-March closure 
are now being rescheduled for Sunday outdoor Masses.  New 
requests will be appended to later in the 2021 calendar.

9/6 Sun. 8am Mass      Emily & Joe Palmer

9/6 Sun. 9:30am Mass      Art & Sheila Hansen

9/13 Sun. 8am Mass      Jimmy Newlands

9/13 Sun. 9:30am Mass     Brendan Smith

Prayer Requests: Leave a message at 707-408-2650.  Teresa K.,
Pat K., Thomas T., Susan B., Lorri McC., Sarah, Clifford J., Terri A.,
Fred P., Theresa S., Sara, Mary Anne P., Barbara, Dave C., Jim P.,
William, Parson P., Dave, Mary O., Bill Z., Daniel, Sally T., Mary K.,
Michael D., Richard M., Kathleen, Peter, Rosa S., Susan B., Joyce
D., Anita C., George H., Mimi H, Steve, Barry, Lorrin K., Hugh P.,
Robert S., Britney N., Jacque W., Rebecca A., April K., Jacinta G.,
Leo A., Ed C. family, Kathy R., Donna W., Jim K., Sherry S., Papke
family., Gail F., Marie N., Christine, James, Pat P., Gerry, Loren

"Reflections on the Liturgy"   Each week, parishioner 
Patrick Griffith writes one or more reflections on Scripture, 
including the Liturgy for the coming Sunday.  The objectives 
are to tie Scripture into our daily lives and address spiritual and
moral issues of the world around us.  The reflections can be 
found at http://thesoulprospers.blogspot.com.  Selected 
reflections have also been recorded and posted on our website.

http://thesoulprospers.blogspot.com./
http://www.stphilipstteresa.org/


RURAL FOOD PROGRAM AUGUST 2020 UPDATE: 
Seventy recipient families including 39 children and 30

seniors, 80 adults were very appreciative of
the variety of fresh produce, dairy products,
and  other  much  needed  food  which  filled
their  vehicles  as  they  made  their  way
through  our  drive  through  distribution.
School age children received school supplies
thanks to the St Teresa Ladies Guild.
      As we look toward food distribution this
fall and winter we are in need of ideas and

equipment to allow us to continue to meet the needs as weather
conditions change. If you have a large tent we can use to shelter
our  clients  and  our  volunteers  at  the  outdoor  drive  through
distribution, please leave a message at the parish office. 
      Again this year we are collecting blankets for our families.
Gently used blankets can be dropped off in the hall after St Philip
Sunday masses or leave a message at 707 408-2650 to arrange
pick up.  If you prefer, send a donation to the parish office for
purchase of new blankets for our families.  
      This program is funded through the Rural Food Collection
each month, private donations and awesome volunteers. Thank
you  for  your  generous  donations  as  we  strive  to  meet  the
nutritional needs of all attendees at our food distributions. 

 RURAL FOOD VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES in Parish Hall 
Saturday, September 5 ,  9:00-10:00 am   repackaging 
Monday, September 7,  10:00 – 12:00pm  set up 
Tuesday, September 8,  8:30 – 11:00am   food distribution  

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the World
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation

1 September 2020

  
“You shall thus hallow the fiftieth year 
and you shall proclaim a release throughout the land 
to all its inhabitants. 
It shall be a jubilee for you.” 
(Lev 25:10) 
  
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
Each year, particularly since the publication of the Encyclical 
Laudato Si’ (LS, 24 may 2015), the first day of September is 
celebrated by the Christian family as the World Day of Prayer for 
the Care of Creation and the beginning of the Season of Creation, 
which concludes on the feast of Saint Francis of Assisi on the 
fourth of October. During this period, Christians worldwide renew 
their faith in the God of creation and join in prayer and work for 
the care of our common home. 
I am very pleased that the theme chosen by the ecumenical family
for the celebration of the 2020 Season of Creation is Jubilee for 
the Earth, precisely in this year that marks the fiftieth 

anniversaryof Earth Day. In the Holy Scriptures, a Jubilee is a 
sacred time to remember, return, rest, restore, and rejoice. 
  
1. A Time to Remember 
We are invited to remember above all that creation’s ultimate 
destiny is to enter into God’s eternal Sabbath. This journey, 
however, takes place in time, spanning the seven-day rhythm of 
the week, the cycle of seven years, and the great Jubilee Year that
comes at the end of the seven Sabbath years. 
A Jubilee is indeed a time of grace to remember creation’s 
original vocation to exist and flourish as a community of love. We 
exist only in relationships: with God the Creator, with our 
brothers and sisters as members of a common family, and with 
all of God’s creatures within our common home. “Everything is 
related, and we human beings are united as brothers and sisters 
on a wonderful pilgrimage, woven together by the love God has 
for each of his creatures and which also unites us in fond 
affection with brother sun, sister moon, brother river and mother 
earth” (LS, 92). 
A Jubilee, then, is a time of remembrance, in which we cherish 
the memory of our inter-relational existence. We need constantly 
to remember that “everything is interconnected, and that genuine 
care for our own lives and our relationships with nature is 
inseparable from fraternity, justice and faithfulness to others” 
(LS, 70). 
  
2. A Time to Return 
A Jubilee is a time to turn back in repentance. We have broken 
the bonds of our relationship with the Creator, with our fellow 
human beings, and with the rest of creation. We need to heal the 
damaged relationships that are essential to supporting us and the
entire fabric of life. 
A Jubilee is a time to return to God our loving Creator. We cannot 
live in harmony with creation if we are not at peace with the 
Creator who is the source and origin of all things. As Pope 
Benedict observed, “the brutal consumption of creation begins 
where God is missing, where matter has become simply material 
for us, where we ourselves are the ultimate measure, where 
everything is simply our property” (Meeting with Priests, 
Deacons, and Seminarians of the Diocese of Bolzano-Bressanone,
6 August 2008). 
The Jubilee season calls us to think once again of our fellow 
human beings, especially the poor and the most vulnerable. We 
are asked to re-appropriate God’s original and loving plan of 
creation as a common heritage, a banquet which all of our 
brothers and sisters share in a spirit of conviviality, not in 
competitive scramble but in joyful fellowship, supporting and 
protecting one another. A Jubilee is a time for setting free the 
oppressed and all those shackled in the fetters of various forms 
of modern slavery, including trafficking in persons and child 
labour. 
We also need once more to listen to the land itself, which 
Scripture calls adamah, the soil from which man, Adam, was 
made. Today we hear the voice of creation admonishing us to 
return to our rightful place in the natural created order – to 
remember that we are part of this interconnected web of life, not 
its masters. The disintegration of biodiversity, spiralling climate 
disasters, and unjust impact of the current pandemic on the poor 
and vulnerable: all these are a wakeup call in the face of our 
rampant greed and consumption. 
Particularly during this Season of Creation, may we be attentive 
to the rhythms of this created world. For the world was made to 
communicate the glory of God, to help us to discover in its beauty 
the Lord of all, and to return to him (cf. SAINT BONAVENTURE, In 
II Sent., I, 2, 2, q. 1, conclusion; Breviloquium, II, 5.11). The earth 
from which we were made is thus a place of prayer and 
meditation. “Let us awaken our God-given aesthetic and 
contemplative sense” (Querida Amazonia, 56). The capacity to 
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wonder and to contemplate is something that we can learn 
especially from our indigenous brothers and sisters, who live in 
harmony with the land and its multiple forms of life. 
  
3. A Time to Rest 
In his wisdom, God set aside the Sabbath so that the land and its 
inhabitants could rest and be renewed. These days, however, our 
way of life is pushing the planet beyond its limits. Our constant 
demand for growth and an endless cycle of production and 
consumption are exhausting the natural world. Forests are 
leached, topsoil erodes, fields fail, deserts advance, seas acidify 
and storms intensify. Creation is groaning! 
During the Jubilee, God’s people were invited to rest from their 
usual labour and to let the land heal and the earth repair itself, as
individuals consumed less than usual. Today we need to find just 
and sustainable ways of living that can give the Earth the rest it 
requires, ways that satisfy everyone with a sufficiency, without 
destroying the ecosystems that sustain us. 
In some ways, the current pandemic has led us to rediscover 
simpler and sustainable lifestyles. The crisis, in a sense, has 
given us a chance to develop new ways of living. Already we can 
see how the earth can recover if we allow it to rest: the air 
becomes cleaner, the waters clearer, and animals have returned 
to many places from where they had previously disappeared. The 
pandemic has brought us to a crossroads. We must use this 
decisive moment to end our superfluous and destructive goals 
and activities, and to cultivate values, connections and activities 
that are life-giving. We must examine our habits of energy usage, 
consumption, transportation, and diet. We must eliminate the 
superfluous and destructive aspects of our economies, and 
nurture life-giving ways to trade, produce, and transport goods. 
  
4. A Time to Restore 
A Jubilee is a time to restore the original harmony of creation and
to heal strained human relationships. 
It invites us to re-establish equitable societal relationships, 
restoring their freedom and goods to all and forgiving one 
another’s debts. We should not forget the historic exploitation of 
the global South that has created an enormous ecological debt, 
due mainly to resource plundering and excessive use of common 
environmental space for waste disposal. It is a time for 
restorative justice. In this context, I repeat my call for the 
cancellation of the debt of the most vulnerable countries, in 
recognition of the severe impacts of the medical, social and 
economic crises they face as a result of Covid-19. We also need to
ensure that the recovery packages being developed and deployed 
at global, regional and national levels must be regeneration 
packages. Policy, legislation and investment must be focused on 
the common good and guarantee that global social and 
environmental goals are met. 
We also need to restore the land. Climate restoration is of utmost 
importance, since we are in the midst of a climate emergency. We
are running out of time, as our children and young people have 
reminded us. We need to do everything in our capacity to limit 
global average temperature rise under the threshold of 1.5°C 
enshrined in the Paris Climate Agreement, for going beyond that 
will prove catastrophic, especially for poor communities around 
the world. We need to stand up for intra-generational and inter-
generational solidarity at this critical moment. I invite all nations 
to adopt more ambitious national targets to reduce emissions, in 
preparation for the important Climate Summit (COP 26) in 
Glasgow in the United Kingdom. 
Biodiversity restoration is also crucially important in the context 
of unprecedented loss of species and degradation of ecosystems. 
We need to support the U.N. call to safeguard 30% of the earth as 
protected habitats by 2030 in order to stem the alarming rate of 
biodiversity loss. I urge the international community to work 
together to guarantee that the Summit on Biodiversity (COP 15) in 

Kunming, China, becomes a turning point in restoring the earth to 
be a home of life in abundance, as willed by the Creator. 
We must restore with justice in mind, ensuring that those who 
have lived on the land for generations can regain control over its 
usage. Indigenous communities must be protected from 
companies, particularly multinational companies, that “operate in 
less developed countries in ways they could never do at home” 
(LS, 51), through the destructive extraction of fossil fuels, 
minerals, timber and agroindustrial products. This corporate 
misconduct is a “new version of colonialism” (SAINT JOHN PAUL 
II, Address to the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences  , 27 April   
2001, cited in Querida Amazonia, 14), one that shamefully exploits 
poorer countries and communities desperately seeking economic 
development. We need to strengthen national and international 
legislation to regulate the activities of extractive companies and 
ensure access to justice for those affected. 
  
5. A Time to Rejoice 
In the biblical tradition, a Jubilee was a joyous occasion, 
inaugurated by a trumpet blast resounding throughout the land. 
We are aware that the cries of the earth and of the poor have 
become even louder and more painful in recent years. At the 
same time, we also witness how the Holy Spirit is inspiring 
individuals and communities around the world to come together 
to rebuild our common home and defend the most vulnerable in 
our midst. We see the gradual emergence of a great mobilization 
of people from below and from the peripheries who are 
generously working for the protection of the land and of the poor. 
We rejoice to see how young people and communities, 
particularly indigenous communities, are on the frontlines in 
responding to the ecological crisis. They are calling for a Jubilee 
for the earth and a new beginning, aware that “things can change”
(LS, 13). 
We also rejoice to see how the Laudato Si’ Special Anniversary 
Year is inspiring many initiatives at local and global levels for the 
care of our common home and the poor. This year should lead to 
long-term action plans to practise integral ecology in our 
families, parishes and dioceses, religious orders, our schools and
universities, our healthcare, business and agricultural 
institutions, and many others as well. 
We rejoice too that faith communities are coming together to 
create a more just, peaceful and sustainable world. We are 
particularly happy that the Season of Creation is becoming a truly
ecumenical initiative. Let us continue to grow in the awareness 
that we all live in a common home as members of a single family. 
Let us all rejoice that our loving Creator sustains our humble 
efforts to care for the earth, which is also God’s home where his 
Word “became flesh and lived among us” (Jn 1:14) and which is 
constantly being renewed by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
“Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth” 
(cf. Ps 104:30). 
  
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 1 September 2020 
FRANCISCUS
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Notes from Our Pastor… 

1. Date: September 3, 2020
Dear Parishioners and Friends,

I am writing to thank you all for the donations you have 
made to our parish as part of ‘Fast Fund Raising Program’ 
during this critical time of COVID-19 virus. My special 
appreciation and thanks go to the anonymous donor who 
contributed generously with a matching grant of 
$25,600.00. Your matching donations of $31,520.00 is a 
proof of your great generosity. I am very much delighted 
and feel proud to say that your matching donations 
amounted to $31,520.00. So, the total income from this 
Short Campaign which lasted from the middle of June 
through the end of August, 2020, is $57,120.00/, 

On my own behalf and on behalf of all our Parish Leaders 
on the Councils, I would like to thank you for making this 
Campaign successful in every measure. Your donations will
be used only for the Parish Operating Expenses which has 
been set as the purpose of this Campaign.

Once again, I thank you so much for your generous 
donations.

With many regards and assurance of my humble prayers,
Father Bala, Pastor.

2.   Our parish  is  in  need of  a  new Volunteer  to be in-
charge of the Department of Safe Environment for children
and teenagers.  Interested persons please come forward
and contact me for further information, either in person or
through my email:   govindu77@gmail.com.  Hoping  to  get
good response soon, Fr. Bala      

 “
Will the defendant please rise?”

There  is  an  odd intersection  on Highway 12  by  the  Fiesta
Shopping Plaza.   If  you are driving toward Santa Rosa,  there is  an
access street on your right and a traffic light.  Just a few yards beyond
that is another access road coming in from the left and a traffic light.
Hardly a few yards past that on the right there is another access road.
Three access roads to Highway 12 plus two traffic lights whose timing

within that limited space seems to vary from day to day.  Result?  Back
ups in all directions.  

It’s while sitting there in my car advancing in starts and stops
that I begin to complain.  “Why doesn’t somebody time those lights to
favor Highway 12 traffic?  Why doesn’t that fellow four cars ahead of
me get moving before the light changes again?  Who are these people
who speed into the middle lane to cut into one’s right of way?  Why
don’t I wise up and take Arnold Drive?”

I become a plaintiff seeking justice, disgruntled all the way
home at the inefficiency of modern administrators, drivers, the world
in general.  And I don’t like being that way.  Nor is that the only time I
feel that way.  It seems I am a plaintiff most of the time.  It’s like my
brain is a courtroom in which I am judge, plaintiff, jury - and reality in
general is the offender – myself   included!  How did I get this way?
Above all the things I want to change in this world it is  myself as a
perpetual plaintiff. 

It  renders  my  world  not  so  much  as  ominous  but  as
uncooperative.   And again  it’s  often  myself  that  I  complain of  -  as
prime  culprit  –  as  when  just  today  I  accidentally  (or  inherently?)
knocked over a tall cup of coffee I ritually take every morning.  You
can imagine what the plaintiff in me invoked: the judgment of God
himself  (in  the  vernacular)  upon  the  coffee,  the  cup  and  my  own
clumsiness.  As St. Paul says in Romans 7:24: Miserable man that I am!
Who will deliver me from this mortal body?  

Of course this being not only my ailment but one universally
shared,  some philosophers  trace  this  obsessive  complaining to  the
beginning of our modern era – when, rather than seeing ourselves as
a part of our world, like a fish in water, we awarded responsibility over
all things to ME – our human Ego – as the manager of everything else
in Nature – the world being made up of “things” that often dare to
elude our  control  – like wildfires.    And so I  am set up to register
scoreless complaints per day. 

It’s as though each of us sets up a courtroom in which we
become the whole  cast  of  a  Perry  Mason episode summoning the
world to order – to conform to meet our needs,  comfort,  ideas or
prejudices.  We become everyday grumblers instead of joyful, caring
people who feel at home amid earth and sea and sky and people and
all things bright and beautiful and challenging.  

And then of course there is the Bible to which we owe some
sense of our living in a courtroom and always being judged, ourselves
becoming juridical  - from biblical readings that speak of meting out
reward  and  punishment  like  a  couple  of  readings  this  Sunday   –
isolated out of the context of the Bible as a whole.

                              
                                                                                         --Geoff Wood, 9/6/2020
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