
Twenty-seventh Sunday   
     in Ordinary Time
       October 4, 2020

Have no anxiety at all, 
but in everything, 
by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, 
make your requests 
known to God.
                   — Philippians 

THE GIFT OF THE REIGN OF GOD
Matthew’s  Gospel  today  expands  on  Isaiah’s  ballad

considerably. A comparison with the same story in Mark’s Gospel
clearly  shows  us  that  here  the  author  is  busy  teaching  this
community of Jewish Christians: “This is a story about Israel a long
time  ago;  this  is  also  a  story  about  Jesus  and  the  skeptical
leaders.”

Jesus as much as told these Jewish leaders that they were
the tenants who first stoned their own prophets. And he told the
leaders they were the tenants who would soon even dispose of
him—Jesus—and, in doing so, would forfeit their privileged place
of presenting to the world the promised Messiah.

“And this,” says Matthew’s Gospel, “is a story about you, the
inheritors of what was first offered to Israel.” The reign of God was
first opened to Israel and is now given to the whole world, but it
must be received as a gift. The first Christians are the new tenants
in the vineyard. The deeper reality of the reign or kingdom of God
is that it is available to everyone on the face of the earth—Israel
included.                                     --J. S. Paluch Co.

SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI (1182-1226)
October 4

When  Franco  Zeffirelli’s  Brother  Sun,  Sister  Moon  was
released  (1972),  people  were  shocked  by  the  movie’s  graphic
nudity  in  the  dramatic  conversion  scene.  Son  of  a  wealthy
merchant,  Francis’  aimless  adolescence  ended  when  a  failed
military  expedition  led  to  his  imprisonment  and  complete
breakdown. Once home, Francis rediscovered God in the beauty
of nature and the ugliness of human suffering, caring for lepers,
praying in the little church of San Damiano, whose crucified Jesus
he heard calling, “Repair my house, Francis, which is falling into
ruins.” Francis sold his possessions—and his father’s—to fulfill this
command. When his father objected, Francis disrobed: “I  return
the clothes, your name, and all  you gave me: God alone is my
Father  now.”  Later,  the  pope  would  dream  of  a  ragged  friar
stretching  forth  a  single  hand  to  prop  up  the  crumbling  papal
Cathedral of Saint John Lateran. Francis indeed helped rebuild the
universal Church, founding the Friars Minor (Franciscans), dying at
a young forty-four, bearing the stigmata of the Christ whose living
icon he remains—in the Church and far beyond it.

                -Peter Scagnelli, ©J. S. Paluch Co.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Gal 1:6-12; Ps 111:1b-2, 7-9, 10c; Lk 10:25-37
Tuesday: Gal 1:13-24; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-15; Lk 10:38-42
Wednesday: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Lk 11:1-4
Thursday: Gal 3:1-5; Lk 1:69-75; Lk 11:5-13
Friday: Gal 3:7-14; Ps 111:1b-6; Lk 11:15-26
Saturday: Gal 3:22-29; Ps 105:2-7; Lk 11:27-28
Sunday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Phil 4:12-14, 19-20; Mt 22:1-14

ASK FOR HELP
Ask Our Lady to help you. Ask her to entreat her Son 

to let you know what you should do.
—Bl. Marie Rose Durocher

Finance Corner:    Your generosity is   greatly n  eeded   and 
appreciated!
    For the month of October offerings:     
PLEASE mail to St. Philip/St. Teresa Parish,  P. O. Box 339, 
Occidental CA  95465.   Or donate at our website  
www.stphilipstteresa.org  via Paypal or card.  Include your offering
envelope # with your donation.
           In Sept.:     1st Collections:  $5752.    Rural Food: $1970.  
                                 Add’l Op:  $3763.    Cap. Ex:  605
 10/4:  Operating Expenses.   10/11:  Capital Expenditures.

Mark your Calendar for Future Events & Meetings:
Parish Council   [PC]  :  TBA Zoom
Finance Council   [FC]  :  TBA Zoom
Liturgy Committee:  TBA Zoom
St. Teresa Ladies Guild:  Contact Diane, 823-6044
St. Philip Ladies Guild:  Contact Penny, 559-367-7403
Every Friday, Centering Prayer: cancelled for now
Coffee & Goodies: cancelled for now
Mondays & Wednesdays-Seniors Lunch at 12noon:  cancelled for now

     ♥          Mass Intentions      ♥       Schedule  

All Mass Intentions requested before Covid-19 mid-March closure 
are now being rescheduled for Sunday outdoor Masses.  New 
requests will be appended to later in the 2021 calendar.

10/4  Sun. 8am Mass      Tina Bartolo

10/4  Sun. 9:30am Mass     Brendan Smith

10/11  Sun. 8am Mass      Emily & Joe Palmer

10/11  Sun. 9:30am Mass     Bob Tiller

Prayer Requests: Leave a message at 707-408-2650.  Teresa K.,
Pat K., Thomas T., Susan B., Lorri McC., Sarah, Clifford J., Terri A.,
Fred P., Theresa S., Sara, Mary Anne P., Barbara, Dave C., Jim P.,
William, Parson P., Dave, Mary O., Bill Z., Daniel, Sally T., Mary K.,
Michael D., Richard M., Kathleen, Peter, Rosa S., Susan B., Joyce
D., Anita C., George H., Mimi H, Steve, Barry, Lorrin K., Hugh P.,
Robert S., Britney N., Jacque W., Rebecca A., April K., Jacinta G.,
Leo A., Ed C. family, Kathy R., Donna W., Jim K., Sherry S., Papke
family., Gail F., Marie N., Christine, James, Pat P., Dennis M., Art

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Respect Life Sunday
Monday: Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos
Tuesday: St. Bruno; Bl. Marie Rose Durocher
Wednesday: Our Lady of the Rosary
Friday: St. Denis and Companions; St. John Leonardi
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary

"Reflections on the Liturgy"   Each week, parishioner Patrick Griffith 
writes one or more reflections on Scripture, including the Liturgy for the 
coming Sunday. The objectives are to tie Scripture into our daily lives 
and address spiritual and moral issues of the world around us. The 
reflections can be found at http://thesoulprospers.blogspot.com.  Selected 
reflections have also been recorded and posted on our website.

MASTER AND SERVANT
Money is a terrible master 
but  an excellent servant.

—P. T. Barnum

http://thesoulprospers.blogspot.com./
http://www.stphilipstteresa.org/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Schnorr_von_Carolsfeld_Bibel_in_Bildern_1860_148.png


Deacon-structing the Gospels

by Deacon Pedro    from    saltandlighttv.org 

I remember, some 20 years ago, I went to see a production of
a play called Bigger Than Jesus. The show was very well done,
but,  as  often  happens  when  non-Christians  portray
Christianity  in  the  media,  it  contained  many,  many
inaccuracies. 
One  of  the  claims that  the  playwrights  made  was  that  the
Gospel writers based their accounts on hearsay and that they
contradict each other. 
I suspect most of you have heard people make this claim. I
wonder if you know how to respond to them. How much do
you know about the Gospels, how they were written and why
there are discrepancies in their telling of the same stories? 
Since  September  21st  is  the  Feast  of  St.  Matthew  (whose
Gospel we have been reading on Sundays this year), and since
we were just reading Mark and have just begun to read Luke
in our Daily Readings at Mass, I thought it would be a good
time to review the Gospels. 

Let’s look at the basics.
The word "gospel" simply means "good news" in Old English.
In Greek, it's  euangelion, which also means "good news". To
share  the  Gospel  is  to  share  the  Good  News:  It  is  to
evangelize. 
There are four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The
first three are called the “synoptic Gospels” because they are
similar in their telling of the story. (This comes from the Greek
word  "synopsis",  meaning  "seeing  together"  or  "a  shared
view",  as  opposed  to  the  English  word  which  means  "a
summary".) The Gospel of John stands out in style and form. 
It  is  generally  accepted that  the  Gospels  were not  actually
written by four guys named Mark, Matthew, Luke, and John,
although they were likely written by their disciples, based on
their teachings. It is also generally accepted that Matthew and
John were the Apostles of that name. Mark was a disciple of
Peter and travelling companion of Paul, and Luke was also a
travelling companion of Paul (they both appear in the Acts of
the  Apostles  and  are  mentioned  in  several  Epistles.  Read
more on that in my series,  Deacon-structing the Acts of the
Apostles). 
If Matthew and John were Apostles, then their accounts are
firsthand.  It  is  possible  that  Luke  and  Mark  were  already
around as disciples before the Resurrection, but if not,  they
were definitely among the first disciples of the Apostles. 
I would not say that their accounts are “hearsay”. 

The  Gospels  were  written  40-70  years  after  the  death  of
Jesus. The Gospel of Mark was written first. It is the shortest.
It begins with Jesus’ public ministry, not giving any details of
his infancy and birth. Matthew and Luke base their accounts
on Mark’s. It is also likely that the Gospel of Mark (maybe the
other 2 synoptics, as well) began only as an account of the
Resurrection and then more was added (going backwards) as
more and more information was necessary to tell  the story
better. 
The Gospels were written in Greek but for various reasons
and for different audiences. They were written at a time when
Judaism and Christianity were threatened. The Jewish Temple
(the one rebuilt after the return from the Babylonian Exile and
finished by Herod – the first one having been built  by King
Solomon and destroyed before the Babylonian Exile) had just
been destroyed again,  this  time by the Romans (in AD 70).
Over a million Jews were killed, and the rest were scattered
all  over  the  place.  The  city  of  Jerusalem  was  completely
destroyed. 
When the Gospels have Jesus speaking about persecution or
picking up your cross, we have to remember that these events
had already taken place by the time they were written down
and the persecution of Christians had already begun. 
Here’s  some  background  that  should  help  you  with  the
Gospels. 
The Gospel of Matthew: It was written by Matthew (Luke and
Mark refer to him as Levi, Luke: 5:27-28; Mark 2:13-14), a Jew,
while he was in Antioch between AD 70 and 90.  Matthew was
a tax collector, called by Jesus to follow him early in his public
ministry (Matthew 9:9). He would have witnessed most of the
events he writes about. 
It is popular belief that Matthew was written for Jews in order
to show that Jesus is the fulfillment of God's promise in the
Old  Testament.  This  is  why  he  introduces  Jesus  as  "a
descendant  of  King  David  and  of  Abraham" (Matthew  1:1).
Throughout  the  Gospel,  Matthew  makes  reference  to
numerous  Old  Testament  prophecies  and  quotes  to  explain
Jesus' life: Jesus came to be the Saviour of the Jews (1:21), the
Gentiles (4:13-16), and the whole world (28:19). 
The  Gospel  of  Mark: It  was  written  by  Mark  (cousin  of
Barnabas, according to Colossians 4:10), a companion of the
Apostle Paul, around AD 70. St. Paul refers to a Mark several
times in his letters: Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11; Philemon
1:24. He is also referred to as John-Mark or simply John (see
Acts 12:12, 12:25, 13:5, 13:13). 
Simon Peter refers to Mark as “my son” (see 1 Peter 5:13). It is
not likely that he was literally the son of Peter (although, why
not?)  but  the  reference  suggests  intimacy.  I’ve  heard some
people say that the Gospel of Mark is in fact the Gospel of
Peter  because Mark is writing the memories of  Peter,  with
whom he settled in Rome.  This  could  also explain why the
Gospel  of  Mark  is  the  most  unforgiving  in  its  portrayal  of
Peter. 
Experts say that Mark wrote his Gospel hastily, which is why it
is so short.  Mark's purpose was to focus on Jesus'  actions
instead of his words. He devotes a lot of his writing to the last
week in Jesus' life and before then, several predictions of his
coming death are mentioned. Mark depicts Jesus not just as a
servant of God who came to do God's will but also as the Son
of God.  Mark very clearly  was writing to  encourage Roman
Christians in a time of persecution. 
The Gospel of Luke: It was written by Luke, a Greek physician
and travelling companion of St. Paul, between AD 80 and 100,
probably  from Caesarea  (Paul  refers  to  Luke  three  times:
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Colossians  4:14;  Timothy  4:11;  Philemon  1:24).  He  wrote  the
Gospel for someone named Theophilus in order to show the
true humanity of Jesus and his place in history (Luke 1:1-4).
Luke  is  writing  for  non-Jews,  which  is  why  this  is  a  good
Gospel  for  non-Christians  to  start  with.  Luke  is  careful  to
examine  all  the  evidence  very  carefully  and  gives  precise
dates  to  the  events  that  took  place.  Luke  mentions  many
details not found anywhere else. 
Luke  shows  Jesus  to  be  the  perfect  God-man  whose
genealogy can be traced right back to Adam (3:23-38). Luke
tries to present Jesus as the greatest man in history and tries
to prove that because of what Jesus taught and did and why
he died, and because he rose from the dead, we should accept
him as Lord. 
After finishing his Gospel, Luke writes the Book of Acts as a
continuation of the story. 
The Gospel of John: It was written by John, the Apostle (the
son  of  Zebedee,  the  brother  of  James),  while  in  Ephesus
between AD 90 and 110. John wrote his Gospel for the purpose
that "all who read it might believe in Christ and thus have life
through  his  name"  (John.  20:31).  John,  like  Mark,  does  not
dedicate  any  time  to  Jesus’  infancy  and  birth  but  presents
Jesus' life as pre-existent with the Father, showing him to be
not  just  a  great  man but  also  God  (see John 1).  John also
describes miracles and teachings not  found anywhere else.
He  also  dedicates  quite  a  bit  to  Jesus'  time  after  his
Resurrection and before his Ascension. 
John really stresses Jesus as God. He refers to him as Light,
Truth,  Good Shepherd,  the Resurrection and the Life,  Living
Water, and True Bread (to name a few). 
John's Gospel  was written by someone who not  only  knew
Jesus but knew him very well. Even though the author of John
never actually says this, most scholars agree that “the disciple
whom Jesus loved” is in fact John, the author of this Gospel. 

Discrepancies
As I wrote above, all four accounts were written for different
reasons,  under  different  circumstances,  in  different  styles,
and highlighting different  events.  The discrepancies in them
are not contradictions. In fact,  all  four Gospels describe the
teachings  of  Jesus  in  very  much  the  same  way—in  many
instances with the same words.  The circumstances may be
described  as  different  –  maybe  this  happened  here  or  it
happened there; maybe it happened at this time, maybe later –
but what Jesus said and what he taught is pretty much the
same. 
And what's more, the truth behind the teaching is exactly the
same in all four Gospels. 
Some critics will cite the crucifixion story as an example of
the contradictions. In Matthew, Jesus says "My God, why have
you  forsaken  me?"  (Matthew  27:46).  Mark  gives  the  same
account  pretty  much  word  for  word  (Mark  15:34).  In  Luke,
Jesus  says  "Father  into  Your  Hands  I  commend  my  spirit"
(Luke 23:46). In John, he says, "It is finished" (John 19:30). So
which is which? 
All of them could be true and be accounts of the same story,
highlighting different things in order to make different points.
In fact, both Matthew and Mark go on to write that after saying,
"My God, why have you forsaken me?" Jesus cried in a loud
voice. Maybe this cry was "It is finished" or "Father into your
hands…" Who knows? What is clear to me is that Jesus in his
agony was praying the Psalms: Psalm 31 ("Father, I put my life

in your hands") and Psalm 22 ("Why have you forsaken me?"),
which, as a Jew, makes perfect sense. 
Knowing  who  their  audience  was  may  also  explain  why
Matthew, writing to Jews, may have wanted to highlight Psalm
22, whereas Luke, writing to non-Jews may have wanted to,
for  some reason,  highlight  Psalm 31.  Knowing about John’s
depiction of the greater divine mission of Jesus explains why
in his Gospel, Jesus says, “It is finished.” 
In closing, let me say something about the accuracy of these
accounts – which is also a criticism I have often heard. 
The  New  Testament  (these  four  Gospels,  the  Acts  of  the
Apostles, the Epistles by Paul, Peter, James, and John, as well
as the Book of Revelation) was written between AD 40 and
100,  and we have a great wealth of material  to support the
accuracy of these writings: There are full manuscripts of the
whole New Testament dating to as early as AD 350. We have
papyri containing most of the New Testament writings dating
to as early as AD 300 and a fragment of John's Gospel dating
from  about  AD  130.  There  are  another  5000  or  so  Greek
manuscripts, some 10,000 Latin manuscripts, and some 9300
in other languages. Additionally, there are also some 36,000
references in the writings of the early Church Fathers. 
Compare  this  to  some  other  ancient  writings:  The  earliest
dating of Caesar's Gallic Wars, for example, of which there are
only 9 or 10 copies, is from about 900 years after the death of
Caesar.  Livy's Roman History, written around AD 17, of which
there are only 20 copies, was written around AD 900. Why is it
that scholars don't doubt the authenticity of these books but
we doubt the authenticity of the New Testament? 

Truth vs. Fact
When we read Scriptures, we cannot read them as historical
accounts. That is not how they were written or why they were
written. Even Scripture that is intended as historical cannot be
seen as “history” the way we understand history today. When
we say that Scripture is “Truth”,  we don’t  necessarily mean
that everything it describes is fact. Scripture is full of factual
inaccuracies. Scripture is “Truth” because of its meaning. We
need  to  read  Scripture  (and  therefore  the  Gospels)  as
theology. What matters is not whether Jesus was born in a
cave or in a house, or whether the Shepherds came before the
Wise  Men  or  whether  the  Wise  Men  were  kings  or
astronomers,  or whether Herod was king at the time.  What
matters is the meaning behind all these details. 
This is why it’s important to read Scripture with a guide. There
are  many  Scriptural  study  guides  available,  as  well  as
websites and books of Scriptural reflections to help you with
your reading. 
Have you read the Gospels? Why don’t you sit down and read
one of them and then write to me to tell me about what you
found. 

Every week, Deacon Pedro takes a particular
topic apart, not so much to explore or explain
the  subject  to  its  fullness,  but  rather  to
provide  insights  that  will  deepen  our
understanding  of  the  subject.  And  don’t
worry, at the end of the day he always puts

the pieces back together. There are no limits to deaconstructing:
Write  to  him and ask any questions about  the  faith  or  Church
teaching:  pedro@saltandlighttv.org.  Follow  him  on  Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram 

mailto:pedro@saltandlighttv.org
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Please Note:
1. The Diocese of Santa Rosa is actively recruiting a Diocesan 
Finance Officer/CFO. This position works out of the Chancery. For
more information please go to their website www.srdiocese.org 
and click on Employment Opportunities.  Here is the direct link:
http://www.srdiocese.org/content/employment-opportunities 

2.  If you have not been receiving the digital bulletin, please give 
the office your email address by sending an email to 
philip.teresa@yahoo.com. (Due to Covid concerns, paper 
bulletins are not being passed out at this time.)

https://www.theholyrosary.org/index

RURAL FOOD PROGRAM UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2020
  Many thanks for the very generous donations from friends
and parishioners to support our blanket drive this year.  We
will be distributing blankets to our Rural Food clients as the
weather gets colder.
 On  Tuesday,  Sept  8,  under  very  smoky  skies  Rural  Food
volunteers distributed food to fifty one families. Less than our
usual  number  of  attendees,  we  think  of  those  who  are
impacted by poor air quality and fire evacuation orders while
trying to follow COVID guidelines. 
  We continue to be very thankful  for the use of the Union
Hotel facilities to store our dairy products each month.  We
would not be able to provide fresh milk, cheese, yogurt and
butter if we did not have the refrigeration space donated by
the Gonnella Family.
  This program is funded through the Rural  Food Collection
each  month,  private  donations  and  awesome  volunteers.
Thank  you  for  your  generous  donations  as  we  strive  to
meet  the  nutritional  needs  of  all  attendees  at  our  food
distributions. 

RURAL  FOOD  VOLUNTEER  OPPORTUNITIES:  Parish  Hall
Saturday, October 10,  9:00-10:00am to repackage
Monday, October 12,  10:00am–12:00pm to set up 
Tuesday, October 13, 8:30–11:00am to distribute food to clients

When I became an adult I gave up childish ways...

Within the last fifty years or so the Apostle
St. Paul has sometime been seen as a misogynist,
having an aversion to women. It’s true that in his
Letter  to  the  Corinthians among  its  closing
instructions  he  advises  women  to  remain  silent
during church but at an earlier place in the same
letter he requires that a woman who prays (aloud)
or prophesies   in church should veil her head.  So
which is it?  Silent or vocal?   That they should be
veiled is of course still the custom, even the fashion,
in Middle Eastern regions today. 

Regarding his attitude toward women, what
we  do know  is  it  was  a  business-woman  named
Lydia, a Gentile already interested in Judaism, who,
having heard Paul preach, helped him introduce the
Gospel into Europe.  Also, there was Priscilla along
with  her  husband  (business  people)  whose  home
served as a place of worship in Corinth – and who
even travelled with Paul to churches in other cities.
Also: in letters authentically written by Paul warm
regards are sent to a Mary, a Junia, a Tryphosa, a
Julia  and  somebody’s  sister.   And  it  seems  that
Paul’s greatest Letter to the Romans was carried to
Rome by a deaconess names Phoebe.  So, as Paul’s
biographer A. N. Wilson concludes:  In none of this
does one detect the misogyny for which Paul is so
unjustly famed.  

What  about  his  attitude  toward  children?
Indirectly we get the impression he preferred that
kids should be seen and not heard.    I assume that
from his famous remark in that same Letter to the
Corinthians, remembering his own childhood: When
I was a child I used to babble as a child, think and
reason childishly . . . 

So often we think of children as cute, playful,
full of wonder, closer to nature.  Child psychologists
are  more  objective;  they  have  to  deal  with  less
attractive childhood behaviors - that many an adult
carries over into their grown up years.  They may be
physically twenty, thirty, fifty, seventy years old but
their emotional age remains at about four. Scientists
list the following signs of what they call emotional
immaturity:  emotional escalations, blaming, telling
lies  or  fibs,  name-calling,  impulsivity,  need  for
attention, bullying, declaring “I’m better than you”,
using a tantrum defensively, being unwilling to see,
acknowledge or learn from mistakes.

As I observe the daily news I see constant
displays of such adult emotional immaturity – even
applauded!   Even  institutionalized.   I  don’t  think
anybody  has  a  monopoly  on  such  conduct;  it’s
spread across every social spectrum you can name.
But  as adult childishness,  such  behavior  can  be
lethal, making “history” what James Joyce called  a
nightmare from which I am trying to awake.

St. Paul saw that two thousand years ago –
when he wrote: When I was a child, I used to talk
as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when
I became an adult, I put aside childish ways.  He
would have us stop seeing each other indistinctly,
as in a  distorted mirror; no longer see each other
partially  but candidly, graciously, face to face -  so
that all  human behavior may reflect a maturity, a
sanity expressive of faith [trust, fidelity], hope and
– the greatest of all – love.

– Geoff Wood, 9/27/2020
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