The Epiphany of the Lord
January 2, 2022
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!
Your light has come,
the glory of the Lord
shines upon you.
— Isaiah 60:1

JOURNEY TOWARD GOD
In our celebration of the Epiphany, two interwoven themes
are present in the readings today. God is beginning something new,
and God gathers all of humanity to participate. For Isaiah, God’s
bright light, manifested in the people of Israel, attracts and summons
people from many nations to Jerusalem. In the letter to the
Ephesians, God’s grace makes the Gentiles co-heirs and copartners in the gospel. Matthew tells the story of the fulfillment of
God’s promises to Israel through the birth of Jesus, and
simultaneously leading foreigners to share in these same promises.
With the birth of Jesus, God chose a particular people, in a particular
time and place, to enter most directly into the human story. Today’s
readings teach that God did this in order to gather all people, all
cultures, into unity with God. Like the magi, we are drawn into a
journey toward God, becoming co-partners in God’s work.
-- © J. S. Paluch Co.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

The Epiphany of the Lord
At the Mass during the Day
O God, who on this day
revealed your Only Begotten Son to the nations
by the guidance of a star,
grant in your mercy
that we, who know you already by faith,
may be brought to behold the beauty of your sublime glory.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Finance Corner: Your generosity

is greatly needed and appreciated! For the
month of January offerings: PLEASE put in Mass
collection box or mail to St. Philip/St. Teresa
Parish, P. O. Box 339, Occidental CA 95465. Or
donate at our website www.stphilipstteresa.org via Paypal or card.
Please include your offering envelope # [if you have one] with your
donation. Bless you!
12/19-12/26: summary provided soon.
1/01: Mary, Mother of God. 1/02: Operating Expenses. 1/09: Capital Expenditures.

Mark your Calendar for Future Events & Meetings:
Parish Council [PC]:
Finance Council [FC]:
Liturgy Committee [LC]:
St. Teresa Ladies Guild:
St. Philip Ladies Guild:

TBA
TBA
TBA
Contact Diane, 823-6044
Contact Penny, 559-367-7403

 ♥  Mass Intentions  ♥  Schedule
1/01 Sat.
1/02 Sun.
1/02 Sun.
1/02 Sun.
1/08 Sat.
1/09 Sun.
1/09 Sun.
1/09 Sun.

5pm Vigil Mass of the Epiphany  Brendan Smith
8am Mass  Ray Utterback
9:30am Mass for the People
11:15am Mass
5pm Mass  Brendan Smith
8am Mass  Johnny Gonnella
9:30am Mass
11:15am Mass for the People

Prayer Requests: Please leave a message at 707-408-2650.
Teresa K., Pat K., Thomas T., Susan B., Lorri McC., Sarah, Clifford J., Terri A.,
Fred P., Theresa S., Sara, Mary Anne P., Barbara, Dave C., Jim P., William,
Parson P., Dave, Mary O., Bill Z., Daniel, Sally T., Michael D., Richard M.,
Kathleen, Peter, Rosa S., Susan B., Joyce D., Anita C., George H., Mimi H,
Steve, Barry, Lorrin K., Hugh P., Robert S., Britney N., Chuck, Rebecca A.,
April K., Jacinta G., Leo A., Ed C. family, Kathy R., Donna W., Jim K., Sherry S.,
Gail F., Marie N., Christine, James G., Gary S., Peter R., Gerry N., Diane K.,
River M.; Nikkie; Mr. C., Michelle, Christian A., Samantha S., Gary E.

Mission San Francisco Solano (link)

Reflection question:
What can I do this week to come to know God better?
Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 2010, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
-- © J. S. Paluch Co.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday:
1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday:
1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52
Thursday:
1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17; Lk 4:14-22a
Friday:
1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday:
1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30
Sunday:
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10 or Ps
104:1b-4, 24-25, 27-30; Acts 10:34-38 or Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7;
Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Epiphany of the Lord;
National Migration Week
The Most Holy Name of Jesus
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
St. John Neumann
St. André Bessette
St. Raymond of Penyafort; First Friday

(the California missions are featured in our current bulletins)

Pastor Speaks……
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to
shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up His
countenance upon you and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:23-27)

"So let us ask ourselves: What can we do together?" Pope Francis
and other Christian leaders gathered for an ecumenical meeting in
Geneva in 2018 to mark the 70th anniversary of the World Council
of Churches. (Photo credit: Vatican Media)

Thanks be to God for all His help to us in successfully and prayerfully
celebrating Advent Season and Christmas in our parish!
A very beautiful thank you to all the Liturgical Ministers who have
generously given of their time and talent to make our Advent and
Christmas Celebrations wonderful and prayerful. Thank you to the Music
Ministry, Liturgical Committee, Liturgical Art & Decoration Ministers,
Lectors, Ushers, Servers and all others. The Communities of St. Philip and St.
Teresa Churches' Christmas celebrations would not be the same without
you!
This weekend, we are celebrating the Solemnity of the Epiphany which tells
the familiar story of the visit of the Magi from eastern lands. The three
visitors bring gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the Infant Jesus, and
bow in adoration to worship Him as the new King of the Jews. For all that
God had done for each one of us, we are eternally grateful to Him. We too
bow to Him in worship and adoration. We too offer Him many gifts to our
best ability but not forget to give our hearts and lives filled with love!
Mask wearing in our two churches and the parish hall are a MUST. It is still
sad to notice a couple of people sometimes not respecting this law. Please
cooperate with our Ushers and other volunteers when they exhort you to
wear a mask without fail. It is all for our safety and for the safety of others
too!
You have been very generous the past year with your small and big
donations. We have now come to the End of Year 2021-Perhaps time to
think of Giving Gifts to our Beloved Parish- Please keep in mind that
Donations for the 2021 Tax Year need to be dated in December, and
preferably postmarked or delivered to the Parish Office by December 31.
Please consider a gift of stock as a donation to improve our Parish
Endowment Fund. You could receive an income tax deduction. Avoid
capital gains taxes on the gifts. For more information, contact our Parish
Office with special attention to Valerie Norton the bookkeeper.

Father Bala

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RURAL FOOD PROGRAM UPDATE for December 2021
On Tuesday, December 14, 56 families (135 individuals) received nutritional
support and more during our distribution at the St Philips Parking lot and
parish hall. Gift cards were presented to all families in our Star Child Program.
Each member of every family was presented with a blanket and their choice of
a scarf or hat to help with cold winter weather. Each member of every family
also received sugar cookies compliments of The Union Hotel. What a festive
day it was for all!
We also honored our volunteer Sylvia Melrose who retired this month after
27 years of dedicated service to the Rural Food Program. She was honored
with a certificate of appreciation, kind words from all who worked with her,
many thank-yous, and a well deserved round of applause.
If you are aware of a family which needs nutritional assistance, please let
them know about our program. Leave a message at the parish office, (707)
408-2650 to get a call back with additional information.
This program is funded through monthly Rural Food Collection, private
donations and the dedicated, awesome volunteers. Thank you for your
generous donations as we strive to meet the nutritional needs of all
attendees at our food distributions.

RURAL FOOD VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES in the Parish Hall and
parking area: Saturday, January 8, 9-10:00am repackaging; Monday,
January 10, 9–11:00am set-up; and Tuesday, January 11, 7:30–
11:00am to distribute food.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Together in all things
by Nicholas Jesson
“Doctrine divides, service unites!”
This was a slogan heard regularly in the early ecumenical movement of
the 20th century. The polemics of the Reformation and intervening years
had left their toll. For ecumenically-minded Christians, the way forward
was not through doctrinal debate but working together in care for the
poor, orphans, widows, and prisoners. The earliest ecumenical stirrings
led to the World Conference on Evangelism in 1910 where the great
mission agencies agreed to coordinate their work in world mission. In
1925, the same year that the United Church of Canada was formed as a
union of the Congregationalist, Methodist, and Presbyterian churches in
Canada as a commitment to the Social Gospel, the “World Conference on
Life and Work” in Stockholm gathered churches to work towards further
unity in both the life of the churches and in Christ’s work. This stood in
some contrast to the 1927 “World Conference on Faith and Order” which
was committed to the unity of the church based on a common faith and a
reconciled church order.
The division within the ecumenical movement between these three
streams – Evangelism, Life and Work, and Faith and Order – continually
threatens the faithfulness of this enterprise. In 1952, the newly-formed
World Council of Churches (WCC) asked the churches “whether they
should not act together in all matters except those in which deep
differences of conviction compel them to act separately?”
Called the Lund Principle because it was asked at a conference in Lund,
Sweden, this principle has become a rallying cry for the churches to break
down the inertia that inhibits the churches from “doing all they ought to
do to manifest the oneness of the people of God”. More than just a
principle to encourage evangelism, life, and work together, the Lund
Principle makes unity a matter of conscience. Conscience might compel us
to act separately on occasion, but more fundamentally, it is conscience
that always compels us to examine our causes of division and to test them
for faithfulness to Christ’s mission.
The Vatican’s ecumenical office offered a Catholic formulation of the
same principle:
“Christians cannot close their hearts to the crying needs
of our contemporary world. The contribution they are able
to make to all the areas of human life in which the need
for salvation is manifested will be more effective when
they make it together, and when they are seen to be
united in making it. Hence they will want to do everything
together that is allowed by their faith.” (Directory for the
Application of Principles and Norms on Ecumenism, no. 162)

And Pope Francis offered his own endorsement of this principle during a
visit to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the WCC in 2018:
“So let us ask ourselves: what can we do together? If a
particular form of service is possible, why not plan and
carry it out together, and thus start to experience a more
intense fraternity in the exercise of concrete charity?”
In Canada, a recent teaching text from the Catholic bishops noted the
considerable inertia holding back the churches’ response to Christ’s call:
“A dialogue of life compels us, as appropriate, to move
out of our separate compartments, to learn to live our
Christian life and mission together. The fact is, Christian
communities do not ‘do everything together that is
allowed by their faith’; it is indeed more the case that we
act separately except where extraordinary circumstances
move us to act together. There is much room for growth
here.” (A Church in Dialogue: Towards the Restoration of
Unity among Christians, p. 18)
Refusal to accept a division between these streams is represented in
the Canadian Council of Churches’ mandate for its doctrinal commission,
the Commission on Faith and Witness, bringing together doctrinal and
pastoral reflections on questions of unity, life, and mission in the member
churches. Similarly, in the WCC, efforts to find a “common understanding
and vision” have included reflections on confessing the apostolic faith,
ecclesiology, world mission, justice, peace and the environment, and
biblical hermeneutics.
A graphic history of the World Council of Churches depicting the three
streams of the ecumenical movement that converge in the WCC. The
same three streams meander throughout local, national, and international
ecumenism, sometimes strong and sometimes just a trickle. Click here for
more history of the WCC and a PDF version of this graphic.
The ecumenical dialogues between the churches have discovered the
wisdom in our search for unity in both doctrine and common witness.
Many of the dialogue reports in the past three decades share a pattern in
which a convergence on one or more areas of division leads to a
commitment to work together in several areas of common witness and
service. For example, the Roman Catholic-United Church of Canada
dialogue concluded a study of Creation, Ecology, and the Environment in
2017 with its report The Hope Within Us: A Report on Climate Change. This
report notes “that our shared understanding of science, revelation,
spirituality, and creation theology support[s] a call to urgent and concrete
action to address climate change.” The dialogue members then offered
three pages of practical suggestions entitled “Call to Action”.
Growing Together in Unity and Mission: Building on 40 years of AnglicanRoman Catholic Dialogue is the 2007 agreed statement of the International
Anglican-Roman Catholic Commission for Unity and Mission. This unique
dialogue commission was formed to find ways to implement the
agreements of 40 years of dialogue between these two partners.
Beginning with a summary of the convergence and consensus expressed
in dialogue since the 1968 Malta Report, the IARCCUM commission offers
an extended section entitled “Towards Unity and Common Mission” with
numerous practical proposals for “visible expression of our shared faith”,
“joint study”, “co-operation in ministry”, and “shared witness in the
world”. The members of IARCCUM consist of Anglican and Roman
Catholic bishops appointed in 19 pairs from around the world,
commissioned by Pope Francis and Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
Welby to find ways to live out the great degree of common faith and life
that has been articulated by the theological dialogue commission.
There are many ways that churches have found to work and witness
together. The term “Ecumenical Shared Ministries” is used to describe
sharing in buildings, programs, clergy, or worship. There are over 100
congregations in Canada that are shared ministries in one form or
another, including many that are joint congregations of two or more
denominations. The Anglican, Evangelical Lutheran, Presbyterian, and

United Churches in Canada have formed a national ecumenical shared
ministries task force, which has developed resources to assist these
ministries in their common mission. Although Catholics do not have
shared clergy with other churches, we have many examples of shared
buildings, programs, and other forms of ministry.
In Saskatchewan, the Anglican Diocese of Qu’Appelle and the
Archdiocese of Regina have shared a covenant since 2011. Under the terms
of this covenant, the bishops recognized a call to “a new stage in jointly
building up the body of Christ in our dioceses”. Shared ecumenical work
has included the regular study of ecumenical texts, training of greeters,
lectors, and other liturgical ministers, and public leadership on matters of
justice and public concern. A highlight has been working together in
diaconal formation. Both dioceses have introduced the permanent
diaconate in recent years and have dedicated considerable resources to
the education and formation of these candidates. In addition to joint
sessions on common elements of doctrine, practical aspects of ministry,
and the history of the diaconate, they have also shared in homiletics and
spiritual direction. There was considerable joy as their first cohorts
completed their study and prepared for ordination. Though not yet able to
share in service at the altar, they share in service in the world.
In April 2020, the Regina covenant was expanded to include the whole
of the Anglican and Roman Catholic community in Saskatchewan as well
as the Evangelical Lutheran and the Ukrainian Catholic churches. This new
LAURC covenant, named for the Lutheran, Anglican, and Ukrainian and
Roman Catholic partners, begins with the fundamental unity of the church
which is expressed in our common baptism. On account of this common
baptism, a real but incomplete communion exists between our churches.
This is the ecumenical teaching of the Second Vatican Council. Desiring to
give further expression to the reality of our communion, the covenant
commits the four churches to elements of common life together: prayer,
study, action, social life, and leadership in the ecumenical community.
Living out these elements of life together is a manifestation of the Lund
Principle, as we are called to do all things together except that which
conscience requires that we do separately.
The Lund Principle is not just a call to churches but a call upon the
conscience of all of the baptized. We are called as one body in Christ to
find ways to live out a visible witness to the unity of the Gospel. Practical
suggestions for living the Lund Principle in your parish include:












Participate in ecumenical prayer services in your community.
Offer your leadership to ensure that your local parish is joining in
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
Pray for other Christians and their churches. Pray for the unity of
the church in whatever way Christ wills it. Ask your parish to
include these prayers in your parish intercessions.
Visit other churches in your community. Invite them to pray
together with you for the unity of the church, for their
ministries, and for our common witness in the world.
Join together with neighbouring churches in justice-related
initiatives and/or sponsor a justice-related project together in
the developing world.
Plan a study session for your parish and neighbouring churches
on an ecumenical topic.
Visit another church, particularly to share in Sunday worship,
while respecting the different disciplines of our churches.
Arrange meetings of those with parallel ministries: pastors,
deacons, lay leadership/lay ministry, musicians, healing ministry,
bereavement, church councils/vestries/parish councils. -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Health Advisory
Out of mutual kindness and respect for the law,
please wear a mask and keep social distance
when in our churches. Thank you.

