
Sixth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
February 14, 2021

Whether you eat or drink, 

or whatever you do,

do everything for the glory 

of God.

— 1 Corinthians 10:31

JESUS’ WAY       
     Today’s readings present a contrast between “Jesus’ way” and
the “old way.” An example of the old way is the law given to Moses
and Aaron about leprosy: the leper was unclean and cast out of
the community. Jesus’ way is the opposite: the leper is reached
out to, touched, and finally cured.
      Nor ought we think of the “old way” as restricted to the days
of Moses and Aaron, or even to the “old” testament. The difference
between the old way and Jesus’ way arises in own lives. We still
choose, every day, to live in our old way or in Jesus’ way.
      Jesus dared to touch a leper, disregarding the old way. The
leper then was changed forever. He felt a calling. He couldn’t keep
himself from proclaiming that he had been touched by Jesus (even
though Jesus told him not to!).  Once Jesus touches us, we are
called to proclaim his way.                                           -J. S. Paluch Co.

FEAST OF FAITH
The Gloria (2)

The Gloria is a rejoicing prayer, an exclamation of praise. It
begins with the song of the angels at the announcement of the
birth of  Jesus (Luke 2:14), a heavenly burst of praise for God’s
loving action in the world.  But in the Gloria,  the song goes on,
leaping, as it were, from height to height, with every kind of praise,
blessing, adoration, glory, and thanksgiving.

We begin by thanking and praising God the Father; then we
turn our gaze to Christ, the Lamb of God. The paschal mystery of
Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection is found here, at the heart
of this prayer, which descends to the depths with Christ, but then
rises with him to the heavens, where he is seated at the Father’s
right hand. The Gloria ends with a series of acclamations to Christ,
emphasizing over and over that  he “alone” is the Holy One, the
Lord, the Most High, truly God, with the Father and the Holy Spirit.
Our prayer of praise ends where it began, in the “glory of God the
Father.” The Gloria, with its arc leading us from the glory of God to
the suffering of Christ and again to glory, is the pattern of the Mass
itself. At the center of all our prayer is the sacrificial love of Christ.   
                                          —Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Gn 4:1-15, 25; Ps 50:1, 8, 16bc-17, 20-21; Mk 8:11-13
Tuesday: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Ps 29:1a, 2, 3ac-4, 3b, 9c-10; Mk 8:14-21
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17; 2 Cor 5:20- 6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25
Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32
Sunday: Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15

COMPASSION AND GENEROSITY
Let your heart feel for the afflictions and distress 
of everyone, and let your hand givein
proportion to your purse.                                        
—George Washington

                                                               HOLY UNION
   The union of man and wife is from God.

                                                                                           —St. Augustine

Finance Corner:        Your generosity
 is greatly needed and appreciated!    For the
month of January/February offerings:     
PLEASE mail to St. Philip/St. Teresa Parish,  P. O. Box 339, Occidental CA  
95465.   Or donate at our website  www.stphilipstteresa.org  via Paypal or 
card.  Include your offering envelope # with your donation.
[January:  1st coll: $7225.  Add' Op/Cap Exp: $1588.  Rural Food: $1270.]

2/14:  No 2nd collection.   2/21:  Capital Expenditures.   2/28:  Rural Food.
Mark your Calendar for Future Events & Meetings:

Parish Council   [PC]  :  TBA Zoom
Finance Council   [FC]  :  TBA Zoom
Liturgy Committee:  TBA Zoom
St. Teresa Ladies Guild:  Contact Diane, 823-6044
St. Philip Ladies Guild:  Contact Penny, 559-367-7403
Centering Prayer ZOOM: Tues. noon/Fri. 930am -  info www.stphilipstteresa.org

     ♥          Mass Intentions      ♥       Schedule  
2/14  Sun. 8am Mass      Lucille Gonnella 

2/14  Sun. 9:30am Mass      Brendan Smith

2/21  Sun. 8am Mass      Lorilee Silvaggio

2/21  Sun. 9:30am Mass      Brendan Smith

Prayer Requests:  Leave a message at 707-408-2650. 
Teresa K., Pat K., Thomas T., Susan B., Lorri McC., Sarah, Clifford J., Terri
A.,  Fred P.,  Theresa S.,  Sara,  Mary Anne P.,  Barbara,  Dave C.,  Jim P.,
William, Parson P.,  Dave, Mary O., Bill  Z., Daniel, Sally T., Michael D.,
Richard M., Kathleen, Peter, Rosa S., Susan B., Joyce D., Anita C., George
H., Mimi H, Steve, Barry, Lorrin K., Hugh P., Robert S., Britney N., Jacque
W., Rebecca A., April K., Jacinta G., Leo A., Ed C. family, Kathy R., Donna
W., Jim K., Sherry S.,  Papke family., Gail F., Marie N., Christine, James,
Dennis M., Art H., Lynn, Gary S., Peter R., Gerry N.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time; 

World Marriage Day; Valentine’s Day
Tuesday: Mardi Gras; Shrove Tuesday
Wednesday: Ash Wednesday; Fast and Abstinence; Almsgiving
Friday: Abstinence

Parish Memo for Ash  Wednesday and Lent
1.  This Wednesday, 2/17/21, is Ash Wednesday.  “We are having 
two Masses  -  9 am at St, Philip, 12 noon at St. Teresa  -  where 
ashes will be distributed following communion at the end of Mass,
with the caveat that we are not allowed to outline the cross on 
the forehead, so ashes will be sprinkled on the head.”  
2.  Please see the last page of this bulletin for Lenten 
Regulations.
3.  Lent booklets are available at each church until supply gone.

Pastor Speaks…                                                                                     
As per the direction given by Bishop Robert Vasa to all the Pastors, I 
decided to provide two more opportunities to those of our parishioners 
who like to receive Holy Communion. Other than Sundays and some 
Holy Days of Obligation, those who would like to receive Holy 
Communion from me or another delegated by me may do so until 
otherwise notified on Wednesdays at St Philip’s and Thursdays at St 
Teresa’s at 9:15 AM.  All who are interested to join me at Mass those
days are most welcome.  Mass begins at 9 am sharp.

OUTDOOR  SUNDAY MASSES:    
Times & Zoom information can be found at 

our parish website ----  www.stphilipstteeresa.org

http://www.stphilipstteresa.org/news--events
http://www.stphilipstteresa.org/
http://www.stphilipstteresa.org/
https://fatherharry.org/


                                    
Detail of Job and His Three Friends by James Tissot. Courtesy of the Jewish 
Museum, New York. 

A time for healing: A reflection for the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

by Vivian Cabrera

This Sunday’s first reading feels like it could have been lifted right out 
of my journal. 
“I have been assigned months of misery, and troubled nights have 
been allotted to me. If in bed I say, ‘When shall I arise?’ then the night 
drags on; I am filled with restlessness until the dawn.” 
Who among us hasn’t experienced months of misery and troubled 
nights? Who isn’t restless, day in and day out? I certainly am. We are 
almost one year into the  COVID-19 pandemic, and so many of us have
experienced incredible loss, terrible anxiety, and misery, so much 
misery. Whether it is the loss of a loved one or a job, cancelled plans, 
or dashed hopes for whatever future we had set out for ourselves. Job 
speaks right to the heart of what we are all experiencing. 
Job continues: 

“My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle; they come
to an end without hope. 
Remember that my life is like the wind; I shall not see 
happiness again.”

When will we see happiness again? Will it ever happen? “My days come
to an end without hope.” No one knows what tomorrow will bring. 
Maybe good news of more vaccines available or the sudden end of our
quarantine, maybe bad news of even more death. It all can just seem 
so hopeless. Nothing is certain. So, what do we do? 
Maybe all we are called to do now is lean into the misery, to really feel 
it in our bones. We need to allow ourselves to enter into the grief of all
that we lost, the way Job entered into his. He cried out to God in 
despair. It’s time for us to do the same. 
We should see this Sunday’s reading as an invitation to be angry with 
God. I used to think that anger was a bad emotion, and certainly, too 
much uncontrollable anger is not good. But feeling angry is not evil, 
and expressing disappointment is not bad. It’s a part of being human. 
We’re allowed to mourn all that we lost this past year. We’re allowed to
lament over lost plans, lost comforts, and lost time. That’s ok. That’s 
good, even. 
Only when we allow ourselves to feel all the “bad” things, can we make
room for the hope and joy that is to come. 
The responsorial psalm reminds us to “Praise the Lord, who heals the 
brokenhearted.” 
That’s us. We are who the psalmist is talking about. We are the 
brokenhearted. And he is promising us that the Lord will heal us, “for 
he is good.” 
Jesus proves this to us in the Gospel reading of Mark, when he heals 
Simon’s mother-in-law and then proceeds to heal the rest of the town 
who has gathered at his door. Mark isn’t simply telling us about the 
people of Capernaum. In his healing of their town, Jesus is promising 
that he can help us, too. Whether we need healing ourselves or 

whether it's those closest to us who need the help the most. All we 
have to do is show up, in our pain and our anguish, and ask. 
“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.” 
The pandemic has exposed all of our wounds, even the ones we’ve 
been avoiding. But one day, our wounds will be tended to. One day, all
this will be over. For now, all we can do is wait, draw closer to the Lord 
and trust that he will heal us, the brokenhearted. 

Vivian Cabrera is a Texan living in New York. She is an editor for 
America Magazine, The Jesuit Review of Faith & Culture and is 
currently working towards completing her Master’s in Social Work 
from Fordham University’s Graduate School of Social Service. 

------------------------------------------------------------------

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy / like the wideness
of the sea . . .   (from an old hymn)

Today’s [2/7/21] first reading (from the  Book of Job)  is  a “theatrical”
classic  –  staging  a  man’s  confusion  over  what  he  considers  to  be
unmerited suffeering – and how to handle it.  In his own estimation he
has been a perfect observer of God’s laws.  And yet – one afteer another
he loses property, family, his own health – and sits destitute upon a pile
of ashes.

And  he  wonders  why!   Well,  the  System  within  which  he  lives  is
divinely  legal,  based on reward and punishment.   You do right;  you
prosper.  You do wrong; you suffeer.  It’s built around how you behave –
so behave yourself.  Its God is an Overseer within whose cabinet sits
Satan  himself  –  on  the  lookout  for  scoffelaws.   And  Job,  being  law
abiding to a fault, bothers Satan – so God allows him to test Job – to
see how authentic he really is. [We don’t really need Satan to do this;
we do it to ourselves all the time.]  And judging from all the suffeering
that befalls Job, Satan must have found out plenty of mischief.  And so
Job has gotteen his “just” deserts.  Anyway that’s how Job’s friends see it.
In  effeect  they  explain  his  suffeering  thus:  You  must  have  sinned  –
extremely.  That’s the only explanation our System – of God, Laws, Satan,
Sanctions – will allow.  Admit it. 

The  plight  of  Job  initially  awakens  our  sympathy,  since  Job  –  as  a
storybook character – is designed to have always been as we have said
a strict observer of the System’s rules.  So he has a case.  He has a right
to ask: what gives?  And so he argues tenaciously on his own behalf
through  thirty-seven  chapters,  appealing  to  the  System’s  highest
tribune.  Which is where a truer God breaks in – not  to answer Job’s
questions but to question Job about matteers far beyond Job’s behavioral
record.   About the nature of snow and rain, about wild animals in their
dens, about frost as the breath of God, about how clouds pile up, their
silver lining;  asking Job where was he when God founded the earth,
when  God  shut  within  doors  the  sea,  showed  the  dawn  its  place,
walked about on the botteom of the deep, tied the cords to the Pleiades.
True God asks then what Job knows of the birth of mountain goats, the
birth pangs of a deer, the hunger of young lions . . . In other words he
takes Job on a tour of a universe way beyond the everydayness of Job’s
experience: opening up so much more to assess than “how meritorious
he is.”

In a word, the Voice of the Creator summons Job out of his egocentric
concerns  –  for  that’s  where  Job  has  been  living  –  thinking  about
himself, his security, how he measures up to recipes of behavior, me,
me, me – my status, my record, my self in the eyes of a God made in
my own image: judgmental.  Afteer this tour   Job has so much more to
think about than himself.  Job shuts up, stops whining; the time has
come to  listen to  all  that  he  was  deaf  to  because  of  his  egocentric
preoccupations, his precious perfection.

Which is where today’s Gospel reading comes in.  Jesus is always ahead
of  himself  –  he   sees  Simon’s  mother-in-law (!)  ill  and  goes  to  her
immediately.  He sees so many in need and gives them his atteention, his
caring . . . and the next day – resisting the clannishness of his disciples

https://slmedia.org/blog/a-time-for-healing-word-alive
https://slmedia.org/blog/st-thomas-aquinas-rebel-academic-mystic


– he’s offe to nearby villages to heal, to care . . . ever reaching beyond
himself out of care for this universe of Job’s Creator.  By the way, the
Book of Job ends with Job recovering everything he lost – but now seen

in a wonderfully diffeerent light.        --Geoff  Wood, 2/7/21

  --------------------------------------------------

Graham  Greene  was  born  in  1904  at  this  St.  John’s  boarding  house  in
Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire, where his father was housemaster. 

Graham Greene: a saint who would be sinner
By  Ian Hunter, Catholic Register Special  The Unquiet 
Englishman: A Life of Graham Greene, by Richard Greene (W.W. 
Norton, 2021, 608 pages)

On fortuitous occasions, the right biographer finds the right 
subject at just the right time. 

Richard Greene (no relation to his subject), a professor of English 
at the University of Toronto, has been reading and pondering 
Graham Greene, the most consequential English novelist of the 
last half century, since he was a 15-year-old high school 
student. As for timing: 30 years ago an American academic 
named Norman Sherry wrote a huge, gelatinous, three-volume 
biography of Graham Greene that buried the reader in mountains 
of inconsequential detail. What was needed was a single volume 
— eloquent, brisk, yet substantive, and one that would consider 
the wealth of new information about the author that has recently 
come to light. This was Richard Greene’s task and he has carried 
it off superbly in The Unquiet Gentleman: A Life of Graham Greene.

Graham Greene was born Oct. 8, 1904 in Berkhamsted, north of 
London. His father was the headmaster of St. John’s School where 
young Graham was a student so disconsolate as to attempt 
suicide more than once. Forty years later, when he went back to 
St. John’s School to gather material for a projected novel, Greene 
found his memories so debilitating that he abandoned the project
and went off instead to a leper colony in the Congo, the setting for
The Heart of the Matter. It was his wretched school days that 
provided twin themes — betrayal and the hunted man — which 
would resonate through his later fiction. 

In the autumn of 1922 Greene went up to Balliol College, Oxford, 
where he was a desultory student, a self-proclaimed atheist, a 
hard drinker and, briefly, a member of the Communist Party. His 
self-description: “a muddled adolescent who wanted to write but 
had not found his subject, who wanted to express his lust but was
too scared to try, and who wanted to love but hadn’t found a real 
object.”

The latter condition changed in 1925 when he met a dark, 
vivacious, publisher’s assistant named Vivien Dayrell-
Browning. She had written him a letter criticizing his 
understanding of the Virgin Mary, and he invited her to 
tea. Totally, unreservedly, he fell in love, as he would never do 
again. He showered her with letters, often several a day, before 
asking her to marry him. She refused because he was not a 
Roman Catholic, whereupon he converted, primarily for her sake 
but also for “something fine and hard and certain, however 
uncomfortable, to catch hold of in the general flux.” 

At his reception into the Church he chose the name Thomas, after 
the doubting disciple. Thus was an Oxford atheist transformed 
into a Catholic novelist by a woman who first set him right about 
the Virgin Mary. Truly God is not mocked!

Married in 1927, they had two children, before separating 
irrevocably 20 years later. Greene described himself as “a bad 
husband and a fickle lover.” Over the next decades, many women 
would discover the truth of this self-assessment. Even friends 
would occasionally discern at Greene’s core a sliver of ice.

Greene’s first novel The Man Within (1929) was successful in 
critical acclaim and sales. And so for the next half century, 
through a score of novels, mostly gritty, sordid accounts of weak 
men stretched but never quite broken on the wheel of fate, 
Greene created a unique landscape — some called it 
“Greeneland,” although he disliked the term. He probably 
deserved a Nobel Prize for Literature, but petty jealousies among 
members of the Swedish selection committee always precluded 
it.

Greene’s most acclaimed novels (The Power and the Glory, The 
Heart of the Matter, The Quiet American, The End of the Affair) all 
have a unifying theme — the ambiguity of good and evil. He once 
said: “The greatest saints have been men with more than a 
normal capacity for evil, and the most vicious men have 
sometimes narrowly evaded sanctity.”

Malcolm Muggeridge, a friend of Greene’s — both served in MI6 
during the Second World War — said of him: “Spiritually, and 
even physically, Graham is one of nature’s displaced persons — a 
saint trying unsuccessfully to be a sinner.” This remark got back 
to Greene who was irked by it; nevertheless, it’s a shrewd insight.
Muggeridge and Greene happened to be together in Israel during 
the Six Day War in 1967. As they walked by the Sea of Galilee one 
day, Greene said that his favourite biblical text was: “Lord, I 
believe, help thou my unbelief.”

After a chaotic, dissolute, but productive life, on his 80th 
birthday, Greene was asked if he still felt “hounded” by God? “I 
hope so,” he replied. “I’m not very conscious of His presence, but I
hope that He is still dogging my footsteps.”

Greene died on April 3, 1991, age 86, having just received the last 
rites. The face of the hunted man was finally set for home.

I hope that Richard Greene’s The Unquiet Englishman may 
introduce new generations of readers to the melancholic, 
dyspeptic, but often rewarding and always God-haunted novelist, 
Graham Greene.                                                                                         

(Ian Hunter is Professor Emeritus in the Faculty of Law at 
Western University in London, Ont.)                            



2021 Lenten Regulations for the Diocese of Santa Rosa

“The Lenten Season has a double  character,  namely to prepare both catechumens and
faithful to celebrate the paschal mystery.  The catechumens, both with the Rite of Election
and Scrutinies, and by catechesis,  are prepared for the celebration of the sacraments of
Christian initiation; the faithful, ever more attentive to the Word of God and prayer, prepare
themselves by penance for the renewal of their baptismal promises. (From: The Order of
Prayer in the Liturgy of the Hours and the Celebration of the Eucharist)

The current discipline is as follows:
● Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast and abstinence, that is, limited to

a single, full meal and abstinence from meat.
● The other Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence from meat. 
● The law of  fasting permits only one full meal a day, but it does allow the taking of

some food in the morning and a second light meal at noon or in the evening, as you
prefer.  Persons who have completed their eighteenth year to the beginning of their
sixtieth (60) year are obligated to fast.

● The law of  abstinence from meat applies to all persons who have completed their
fourteenth year of age.
 However, it is highly recommended that children from ages seven to fourteen years
also follow the law of abstinence.

● All Catholics are encouraged to receive Holy Eucharist frequently during Lent and to
receive the Sacrament of Penance so that all may be prepared to celebrate more fully
the paschal mystery. Those who have received their  first  Holy Communion are to
receive Holy Communion during the Easter season.

● The determination of these days of obligatory penance, as listed above, should not be
understood as limiting the occasions for Christian penance.  This penance is to help
us see and shorten the distance between our present lives and the life God wants for
each of us.  “Penance should not be only internal and individual but external and
social.”  (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy #110)

● Marriages may be celebrated with Mass and the nuptial blessing should always be
given.   It  is,  however,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  penance  during  Lent  to  plan  an
elaborate wedding with lavish decorations.

Confirmation at the Easter Vigil: (1) Canon Law grants to pastors and parochial vicars the
faculty to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation, within their proper parish, to any adult or
child over the age of seven years on the occasion of his/her baptism or received into full
communion with the Church. (2) Additionally, due to the Covid-19 pandemic the bishop has
temporarily granted the faculty to confirm to the pastors and vicars of the Diocese.  They can
confirm members of their parishes.  This applies to adults and to children.  



Lent: Season of 
Transformation

A Virtual Lent Retreat

We live in exciting and challenging times. How is God 
inviting us to embrace and learn from the mystery of 
our lives?  This retreat will prepare us for Holy Week 
and its liturgical significance in our faith.  Step by step 
we will unlock the hidden questions in these holy 
days so that we may grow in the transforming love  
of God.

4 3 3 2 6  M I S S I O N  C I R C L E  ( E N T R A N C E  O F F  M I S S I O N  T I E R R A )  •  F R E M O N T,  C A L I FO R N I A  9 4 5 3 9  •  5 1 0 - 9 3 3 . 6 3 6 0

4Rev20210202

SPONSORED BY: 

www.msjdominicans.org
facebook.com/dominicansistersofmsj

Friday, 
February 26, 
2021
Time: 1-5 PM
$35
During these uncertain times, we 
are offering a sliding scale. When 
you are registering, please choose 
the cost that best suits your needs.

RSVP by Feb 25, 2021
https://ces-event.myshopify.com/
products/lent-season-of-transfor-
mation
Link will be sent the day before 
the retreat.

Call us for more information
at (510) 933-6360
Donations gratefully accepted. This will 
help support the ongoing work of the 
Center for Education and Spirituality.

Presented by Father Jim Clarke
Fr. Jim Clarke Ph.D. is presently the Director of New Evangelization for the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles and Senior Lecturer at Loyola Marymount  
University. He is also Associate Spiritual Director at the Cardinal Manning House 
of Prayer for Priests. With a rich academic background in Theology, Depth 
Psychology, Counseling, Education, and Mythology, Fr. Clarke is the author of 
three books and two CD/DVD series. He is a popular Retreat Director and  
Conference speaker throughout the Southern California area and beyond.

Join Us Online!

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/WebLink.aspx?name=E9629&id=3

