
Second Sunday of Advent
December 8, 2019

The earth shall be filled with 
knowledge of the LORD, as 
water covers the sea. 
                             — Isaiah 11:9

THE LONG-AWAITED ONE
As the Sundays of Advent unfold the scriptures shift focus

from the final coming of the Lord to his historical birth. Today’s
scriptures blend the two. Isaiah’s disillusionment with the kings
of his own day led him to envision an ideal king who would rule
with  divine  approval  and  be  led  by  divine  wisdom.  For
centuries  the  Jewish  people  anticipated  the  arrival  of  that
Messiah, who would usher in a blessed age when the whole
world would finally dwell in justice and peace.

After centuries of such growing expectation, the preaching
of John the Baptist about the imminent arrival of the Messiah
could  not  help  but  provoke  intense  interest.  The  Baptist’s
message  about  preparation  for  “the  one  who  is  coming”
(Matthew 3:11)  makes  clear  that  Jesus  is,  in  fact,  the  long-
awaited one who is ushering in the new age foretold by Isaiah
and all the prophets.               --© J. S. Paluch Co.

SAINT JUAN DIEGO (1474-1548)   December 9
How well  Mary’s  own words describe Juan Diego: “God

has cast down the mighty from their thrones and lifted up the
lowly” (Luke 1:52). Through him, for the diverse peoples of the
Americas,  indigenous  and  immigrant,  the  Mother  of  God
became known as their  Mother,  too.  Cuauhtlatzin,  his  given
name,  means “One Who Speaks Like  an  Eagle,”  and  Juan
Diego faithfully delivered the Virgin’s request that a church be
built  at  Tepeyac  where  she  had  appeared  to  him.  To  the
skeptical bishop’s request for a sign, Our Lady showed Juan
Diego roses blooming through stony ground, despite winter’s
cold. When he unfolded his tilma to present them to the bishop,
imprinted  there  was  Mary’s  image!  Her  blue  sash  and  the
flower  over  her  womb  were  traditional  Aztec  symbols  of
pregnancy  and  new  life.  But  her  features  were  those  of  a
mestiza,  indicating  mixed  Aztec-European  heritage.  Thus  to
peoples too easily prone to a “clash of cultures,” Our Lady of
Guadalupe remains the enduring icon of unity-in-diversity, the
fruit of our one baptism into Jesus, her Son.

—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13; Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; 

Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47, or any readings from the Common 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712

Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11

Prayer Requests: Call office to 
add/remove names:  874-3812.   Fr. 
Logan, Teresa K., Pat K., Thomas T., 
Susan B., Lorri McC., Sarah, Clifford J., 
Terri A., Fred P., Theresa S., Sara, Mary
Anne P., Barbara, Dave C., Jim P., 

William, Parson P., Dave, Mary O., Bill Z., Daniel, Sally T., 
Mary K., Columbina A., Michael D., Richard M., Kathleen,, 
Peter, Rosa S., Susan B., Joyce D., Anita C., George H., 
Mimi H, Steve, Barry, Lorrin K., Hugh P., Robert S., 
Britney N., Jacque W., Rebecca Adams, April K., Jacinta G.,
Gen B.

Finance Corner:    

Your generosity is greatly needed and appreciated!

For the month of December offerings:    

12/1: 1st Collection:  $2192.  Operating Expenses:  $1555.
12/8:  Retirement Fund for Religious.  12/9:  Immaculate Conception.
12/15:  No 2nd collection.  12/22:  No 2nd collection. 

Mark your Calendar for Future Events & Meetings:
Parish Council:  TBA
Finance Council:  Tues., 12/10/19, at 2PM in Hall
Liturgy Committee:  TBA

St. Teresa Ladies Guild:  Contact Diane, 823-6044
St. Philip Ladies Guild:  Contact Penny, 559-367-7403

Every Friday, Centering Prayer: 9:30AM at St Philip

Coffee & Goodies: Following 8AM Sunday Mass and 
Wednesday/Friday after 9AM Mass, at St Philip Hall

Mondays & Wednesdays-Seniors Lunch at 12noon:
All seniors welcome! (No lunch Monday before 2nd Tues. of month)

     ♥          Mass   Intentions        ♥         Schedule
Sat., Dec. 7, 5pm Mass      Marcella & Joseph Kiefer
Sun., Dec. 8, 8am Mass for the healing and support of all victims of 

clergy sexual abuse
Sun., Dec. 8, 9:30am Mass for the People 
Sun., Dec. 8, 11:15am Mass      Emily & Joe Palmer
Mon., Dec. 9, 9am Prayer Service
Tues., Dec. 10, 9am Mass 
Wed., Dec. 11, 9am Mass      Tina Bartolo
Thurs., Dec. 12, 9am Mass      Jose Refugio Cabrera
Fri., Dec. 13, 9am Mass      Donald True
Sat., Dec. 14, 5pm Mass      Brendan Smith
Sun., Dec. 15, 8am Mass for the People
Sun., Dec. 15, 9:30am   Gene Gallagher
Sun., Dec. 15, 11:15am Mass for the conversion & just punishment 

of the perpetrators and concealers of sexual abuse

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Mon:         Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Wed:        St. Damasus I
Thurs:      Our Lady of Guadalupe
Fri:           St. Lucy
Sat:          St. John of the Cross

JUSTICE AND OBEDIENCE
Justice is the insurance we have on our lives, and

obedience is the premium we pay for it.
—William Penn, English Quaker



POSSIBILITIES
Nothing is impossible for God

and his Blessed Mother.
—Don Bosco

RURAL FOOD PROGRAM UPDATE for NOVEMBER 2019
    “I feel like I matter here” a Rural Food client told one of our 
volunteers as he helped her to her car.
A volunteer offered assistance to a woman standing in the 
middle of the hall during food distribution this week.  The 
woman explained she was a local resident, had heard about 
the Rural Food Program and came by to see what it was all 
about.  With a smile she said ” I’m just feeling all the love in 
this room.” 
    Over 100 warm blankets, quilts, comforters and sleeping
bags were distributed to our clients this month. Thank you
to all who donated to this endeavor.
    On November 12, we welcomed 122 families who received 
nutritional support.  Our clients continue to express 
appreciation for our service and we expect that Rural Food will 
continue to serve more clients in the coming months.  The 
    Program is able to continue efforts to end hunger in our area
because of funds received from the Rural Food Collection on 
the last Sunday of each month, private donations and the very 
generous support of our dedicated volunteers. 
    Please continue to collect paper grocery bags with handles 
and clean egg cartons for use during food distribution.  
    Thank you for your continued generous support of this 
program. 
        RURAL FOOD VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Saturday, December 7, from 9-10:00am repackaging -- Parish Hall
Monday, December 8, from 9am –12noon to set up the Parish Hall 
Tuesday, December 10, from 8:30am – 11:00am to distribute food and 
assist clients.  
     
Exclusive Limited Print of Ansel Adam’s original picture of St.
Teresa  Church  from  1953:    All  proceeds  support  needed
restoration of St. Teresa of Avila Mission. A limited number of prints
have  been  printed  from Ansel’s  original  negative.  Each  reprint  is
individually numbered. Prints are available for a donation of $175.
Please contact  Peg Duffy for a limited print:  707-867-6073.

Pope Francis Tweet
“Today we renew our commitment so that every

disabled person may share their gifts with the community
to which they belong and in which they take part.”

Tables, chairs, or any other church property request:
If you wish to borrow any of our hall tables, chairs, etc.,
please  first  contact  Hal  (874-3304)  to  find  out  the
availability  so  we  can  try  to  accommodate  &  process
your request. Items must be returned promptly.  Thank
you for your cooperation in this matter.

Looking for a special gift in honor or in memory of
a loved one?  The Rural Food program
has a beautifully designed card that is sent
to the recipient indicating that you made a
gift  to  the  program.   The  cards  are
available  on  pamphlet  tables  at  both  St.
Philip  &  St.  Teresa  Churches  or  by

contacting the office at 874-3812.

   Featured Parish Bulletin Advertiser:
Minerva Systems

Computer Tutor & Web Developer
707-536-1040

cosegueda@att.net
       Carlos Osegueda, Owner

“Thank You to Coy Brown Painting”
We appreciate the generous donation of labor
and supplies to power wash and whitewash the
cement brick wall and planter at the bottom of
the hill of St. Teresa Church.  Their work
softens the look of the bricks to better match
the church itself. Many thanks.  

    Flowers for the Altar during the Year are a
spiritual investment for a loved one, to celebrate any
occasion,  or  just  to  express  gratitude  for  your
blessings. Flowers are also a gift to all of us as we
enter and see the glorious display around the altar
and experience the liturgy framed by such exquisite
beauty. We appreciate your donations! To contribute for St.  Philip
Church flowers, please call 874-6072. 
    This week:  Altar Plants in memory of Maureen Shaw

Please be mindful of others during the cold/flu season. If you
are  sick,  please  refrain  from holding  hands  during  the  Our
Father/kiss  of  peace  and  from  receiving  the  CUP  during
communion.  You  are  welcome  to  receive  communion.  We
appreciate your thoughtfulness. Get well soon! 

SAVE THE DATE!
CELEBRATE 2020 --January 26, 2020
Tickets on sale beginning December 7, 

2019


