The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary, &
Joseph
December 27, 2020
My eyes have seen your
salvation, which you
have prepared in the
sight of all the peoples.
--Luke 2:30-31

WE ARE GOD’S HOLY FAMILY
The scriptures of Israel are filled with many stories of barren
couples who were miraculously granted the gift of children by God.
Surely the best known among these is the first reading from today,
from which Luke took inspiration when he recounted the miraculous
birth of John the Baptist to Zechariah and Elizabeth, and the more
miraculous birth of Jesus to Mary and Joseph. In each instance, we
are given examples or role models of those who trusted in God.
More than examples of those who trust, they are models of selfsurrender. They abandoned their own presuppositions and
prejudices about the workings of the world and turned their lives
over to belief in a God who can make life grow where none ought to;
a God who can turn death around into a new and unimagined life; a
God who can, today, take a tiny child of humble parents in an
insignificant town and make him into a light for all the world. This is
what we, as God’s holy family, are called to do each day: to trust not
in ourselves and the way we think things should be, but to open
ourselves and surrender ourselves in faith to a God of endless
promise.
-J. S. Paluch Co.
FEAST OF FAITH
Processions
Why does the liturgy begin with a procession? It is not just a
practical matter of getting the ministers of the liturgy from the
sacristy to the sanctuary. The procession is a powerful sign of who
we are as Christian people. We are not static, staying in one place.
We are going somewhere. Our procession leads us to the altar,
sign of Christ’s presence in our midst. We move, we process,
because we recognize our need for what Christ is preparing for us
at that table. We go forward eagerly, because we are hungry for
that heavenly food.
This procession is an orderly one: servers, deacon, priest
presider. Each is set apart by distinctive vesture: albs for the altar
servers, dalmatic for the deacon, chasuble for the priest. The
procession is an image of the hierarchical structure of the Church.
On a deeper level it is an image of unity in diversity. We are all on
a journey to the heavenly city, but each of us is clothed with
different gifts. We all receive the call to service, but not in the
same way. Only by coming together in all our wonderful variety
can we achieve the work of the kingdom.
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8: Mt:13-18
1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35
1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40
1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18
Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21
1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28
Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

CHILDREN OF ETERNITY
You are children of eternity. Your immortal crown awaits
you, to reward your duty and love. You may indeed sow
here in tears, but you may be sure there to reap in joy.
—St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

TIME
Do not squander time, for that is the stuff life is made of.
—Benjamin Franklin

Finance Corner: Your generosity is greatly needed and
appreciated!
For the month of December/January offerings:

PLEASE mail to St. Philip/St. Teresa Parish, P. O. Box 339, Occidental CA
95465. Or donate at our website www.stphilipstteresa.org via Paypal or
card. Include your offering envelope # with your donation.
12/27: Rural Food. 1/1: Mary Mother of God. 1/3: Operating Expenses.

Mark your Calendar for Future Events & Meetings:
Parish Council [PC]: TBA Zoom
Finance Council [FC]: TBA Zoom
Liturgy Committee: TBA Zoom
St. Teresa Ladies Guild: Contact Diane, 823-6044
St. Philip Ladies Guild: Contact Penny, 559-367-7403

Centering Prayer ZOOM: Tues. noon/Fri. 930am - info www.stphilipstteresa.org

 ♥  Mass Intentions  ♥  Schedule
12/27 Sun. 8am Mass for the People
12/27 Sun. 9:30am Mass  Bob Tiller
1/03 Sun. 8am Mass for the People
1/03 Sun. 9:30am Mass  Marcella & Joseph Kiefer

Prayer Requests: Leave a message at 707-408-2650.

Teresa K., Pat K., Thomas T., Susan B., Lorri McC., Sarah, Clifford J., Terri A.,
Fred P., Theresa S., Sara, Mary Anne P., Barbara, Dave C., Jim P., William,
Parson P., Dave, Mary O., Bill Z., Daniel, Sally T., Mary K., Michael D., Richard
M., Kathleen, Peter, Rosa S., Susan B., Joyce D., Anita C., George H., Mimi H,
Steve, Barry, Lorrin K., Hugh P., Robert S., Britney N., Jacque W., Rebecca A.,
April K., Jacinta G., Leo A., Ed C. family, Kathy R., Donna W., Jim K., Sherry S.,
Papke family., Gail F., Marie N., Christine, James, Dennis M., Art H., Lynn,
Gary S., Peter R., Gerry N.

PARISH MEMO ON MASSES: Zoom informaton can be

found at our parish website

www.stphilipstteresa.org

Dec/Jan -- The times and locations of our next outdoor Masses-12/27 St. Philip’s, 8:00am in the parking lot fronting St. Philip's church
12/27 St. Teresa’s, 9:30am on the steps of St. Teresa's church
1/01 St. Teresa’s, 9:30am on the steps of St. Teresa's church
1/03 St. Philip’s, 8:00am in the parking lot fronting St. Philip's church
1/03 St. Teresa’s, 9:30am on the steps of St. Teresa's church

The Pastor Speaks…..
“December 8, 2020- Pope Francis issued an Apostolic Letter, namely “Patris
Corde’, on the occasion of the 150th Anniversary of the proclamation of Saint
Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. Though you will find the above
mentioned Apostolic Letter in our parish bulletin this weekend and the next, you
are most welcome to read it in one go on www.vatican.va
December 16, 2020- Bishop Robert Vasa announced in his Presbyteral Bulletin #
85: “Present County Tier/Region Status: All Counties of the Diocese- Stay at Tier
1 – Outdoor only with masks and social distancing. Napa and Sonoma Counties
are now linked with an area known as the Bay Area Region. Lake, Mendocino,
Humboldt and Del Norte are identified with the Northern California Region.
December 27, 20210- Feast of the Holy Family- I wish that all our families imitate
the model and spirit of the Holy Family. And I pray, “Lord, keep us taking the
ordinary so much for granted that we treat the members of our family with
contempt or forgetfulness or with a hard heart incapable of forgiveness. Grant us
patience toward one another, so that we may begin to perceive the mystery of
godliness at the heart of our lives and especially at the center of our families,
parishes and communities.”
January 01, 2021- Beginning of New Year & Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of
God- I wish you all a Happy New Year! I join my heart with Numbers 6:22-27 and
extend my priestly blessing invoking God’s name over you and beseeching the
Lord to let His face shine on us with graciousness and peace. We all ask Mary to
intercede that we speak God’s holy name with her faith and love. Let us
remember and be devoted to Mary who is the mother of the Word incarnate and
our mother.”
Father Bala.

RURAL FOOD PROGRAM UPDATE for December 2020
We prepared for potentially cold
and stormy skies for the December Rural
Food distribution by purchasing drive
through tents to shelter our volunteers
and the precious commodities they

prepared to distribute.
We were happy to see sunny skies and warm weather on
Tuesday, 12/8, as we distributed food to 60 families totaling 139
people, including 24 seniors and 34 children . We received warm
smiles and much appreciation as we also distributed
socks, masks, scarves, hats and Union Hotel
handmade cookies for all families who received
nutritional support at the distribution.
We are so thankful for the support provided to
make this program flourish. A new volunteer told us,
“We were so happy to be there and it really touched
our hearts to see all the love present.”
This program is funded through the Rural Food Collection each
month, private donations and awesome
volunteers. Thank you for your generous
donations as we strive to meet the
nutritional needs of all attendees at our
food distributions.
RURAL FOOD VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES in Hall
Sat., January 9, 9-10:00am: repackaging
Mon., January 11, 8 –11:00am: set up
Tues., January 12, 8 –11:00am: food distribution
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Following God's dreams...
A reflection by
Tomas Michael

We all have dreams.
Big and small. But the
biggest dreams are
reserved for those we
love most – perhaps our
spouse or children. This Sunday’s readings reveal a big dream
David had. After around fifteen years of running and hiding
from King Saul, David is anointed King of Israel when he is
thirty years old – in the prime of his life. Yet his dreams are not
for himself – to rest and enjoy himself – but for His God who
made him who he is.
We read in 2 Samuel (chapters 6-7) that the first thing David
does is to bring the Ark of the Covenant back to Jerusalem.
Then he wants to build a house fitting for the Lord. In his
humility, he consults the man of God, Nathan, who thinks that it
is a marvellous idea. But that very night, things take quite a
different turn. God speaks to Nathan revealing the incredible
plans He has for David and his descendants, yet the privilege
of building a Temple for God is not to be David’s.
The way David responds to God’s will is worthy of our
meditation. There is no rancour or grumbling in his response
but an absolute and grateful surrender to God's will as it is
revealed to him. David seems to peep out from the pages of
Scripture, asking us: “Are your greatest dreams for yourself or
for your God?”
Perhaps, in comparison to David’s, the dreams of the
teenage girl presented to us in the Gospel reading would have
been quite simple. Mary was living in the insignificant town of
Nazareth and was betrothed to Joseph, who was a carpenter
by profession. Her dreams, in all probability, would have been

to be a loving wife and a strong mother, to raise up a family
with her husband to truly honour God.
But God had a special dream for her which would have been
beyond her wildest imaginations. Her response, on being
assured that this miracle will be the work of the Spirit, was a
confident and bold Yes. “Be it done unto me, according to Thy
word.” We often say these words, albeit much more casually,
when we pray the Angelus. But Mary’s response manifests
what St. Ignatius of Loyola taught: “It is not hard to obey when
we love the one whom we obey.”
I have met many who marvel at the likes of Mary and David.
They ask how these people could surrender so easily. Did they
not have struggles that do not find a mention in the Scriptures?
I do not have to search much to see what made obedience
easier in my life. It was God stooping to an eighteen-year-old
struggling to make sense of his father’s sudden death and
revealing Himself as the Father. Suddenly I knew! The curtain
was torn open. What was grey and obscure became
unexpectedly clear. If the One who holds the whole cosmic
universe in His hands is my Father and His love can only give
me His best, what should I worry about? If I had gone up to the
terrace of my home as a confused orphan, I came back an
hour later as a confident son. I had met someone who loved
me more than l loved myself. I did not deserve it, yet thus
started a walk of trust. And today, after thirty-five years, I can
confidently say, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put
to shame” (Romans 10:11).
The deep inner knowing of God’s personal and unconditional
love, which grew over the years thanks to the Bible, spiritual
books, and the fellowship of like-minded people, did help in
taming to a great extent the innate desires of my heart to do
what I wanted. It was easier to obey in the big decisions, like
vocation, job, etc., because I knew that God knows what is
best for me, and I did not want to miss out on that. Where I
struggled – and still do – is in the smaller choices of daily
living. The words of Venerable Fulton J. Sheen continually
speak to my heart: “Our Lord spent three hours in redeeming,
three years in teaching, and thirty years in obeying, in order
that a rebellious, proud, and diabolically independent world
might learn the value of obedience.” His plans can become
fruitful in our lives only if we consciously and constantly turn
away from our desire to “go our own way” (Isaiah 53:6) and
embrace His ways.
This Advent season summons us to quieten ourselves and
realize the disordered desires lurking in our hearts. At times,
we need to struggle like Jesus in Gethsemane to bring some of
our thoughts, desires, and emotions to the altar of obedience
and cry out, “Not my will but Thine, O God.” But we do not
struggle alone as grace joins us to deliver us from our self.
That is why He became a man. To lead those who believe to
the Kingdom of Grace!
Christmas gently beckons us to be more like Mary and
David. To love Him supremely and obey Him gladly. Because
God has reserved his biggest dreams for those He loves most
– and that is YOU and ME!!! Of course, you don’t want to miss
out on that, do you?
Tomas Michael is from Trivandrum, India. He is
married to Seenu, who is a lecturer in French, and
has three teenage children: John, Elisa, and Michelle.
He is a part of Jesus Youth (an international Catholic
movement approved by the Holy See) and a member
of its International Formation Team. After a career in
the banking industry for two decades, he took
voluntary retirement to serve as a full-time
missionary for the movement since 2014.

Welcoming the will of God
At the same time, Joseph is “an accepting Father,” because he
“accepted Mary unconditionally” — an important gesture even today,
says Pope Francis, “in our world where psychological, verbal and
physical violence towards women is so evident.” But the Bridegroom of
Mary is also the one who, trusting in the Lord, accepts in his life even
the events that he does not understand, “setting aside his own ideas”
and reconciling himself with his own history.

Pope Francis proclaims “Year of St Joseph”
With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”),
Pope Francis recalls the 150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint
Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. To mark the occasion, the
Holy Father has proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” from today, 8
December 2020, to 8 December 2021.
By Vatican News
In a new Apostolic Letter entitled Patris corde (“With a Father’s
Heart”), Pope Francis describes Saint Joseph as a beloved father, a
tender and loving father, an obedient father, an accepting father; a
father who is creatively courageous, a working father, a father in the
shadows.
The Letter marks the 150th anniversary of Blessed Pope Pius IX’s
declaration of St Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. To
celebrate the anniversary, Pope Francis has proclaimed a special
“Year of St Joseph,” beginning on the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception 2020 and extending to the same feast in 2021.
The Holy Father wrote Patris corde against the backdrop of the Covid19 pandemic, which, he says, has helped us see more clearly the
importance of “ordinary” people who, though far from the limelight,
exercise patience and offer hope every day. In this, they resemble
Saint Joseph, “the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and
hidden presence,” who nonetheless played “an incomparable role in
the history of salvation.”
A beloved, tender, obedient father
Saint Joseph, in fact, “concretely expressed his fatherhood” by making
an offering of himself in love “a love placed at the service of the
Messiah who was growing to maturity in his home,” writes Pope
Francis, quoting his predecessor St Paul VI.
And because of his role at “the crossroads between the Old and New
Testament,” St Joseph “has always been venerated as a father by the
Christian people” (PC, 1). In him, “Jesus saw the tender love of God,”
the one that helps us accept our weakness, because “it is through” and
despite “our fears, our frailties, and our weakness” that most divine
designs are realized. “Only tender love will save us from the snares of
the accuser,” emphasizes the Pontiff, and it is by encountering God’s
mercy especially in the Sacrament of Reconciliation that we
“experience His truth and tenderness,” – because “we know that God’s
truth does not condemn us, but instead welcomes, embraces, sustains
and forgives us” (2).
Joseph is also a father in obedience to God: with his ‘fiat’ he protects
Mary and Jesus and teaches his Son to “do the will of the Father.”
Called by God to serve the mission of Jesus, he “cooperated… in the
great mystery of Redemption,” as St John Paul II said, “and is truly a
minister of salvation” (3).

Joseph’s spiritual path “is not one that explains, but accepts” — which
does not mean that he is “resigned.” Instead, he is “courageously and
firmly proactive,” because with “Holy Spirit’s gift of fortitude,” and full of
hope, he is able “to accept life as it is, with all its contradictions,
frustrations and disappointments.” In practice, through St. Joseph, it is
as if God were to repeat to us: “Do not be afraid!” because “faith gives
meaning to every event, however happy or sad,” and makes us aware
that “God can make flowers spring up from stony ground.” Joseph “did
not look for shortcuts but confronted reality with open eyes and
accepted personal responsibility for it.” For this reason, “he
encourages us to accept and welcome others as they are, without
exception, and to show special concern for the weak” (4).
A creatively courageous father, example of love
Patris corde highlights “the creative courage” of St. Joseph, which
“emerges especially in the way we deal with difficulties.” “The
carpenter of Nazareth,” explains the Pope, was able to turn a problem
into a possibility by trusting in divine providence.” He had to deal with
“the concrete problems” his Family faced, problems faced by other
families in the world, and especially those of migrants.
In this sense, St. Joseph is “the special patron of all those forced to
leave their native lands because of war, hatred, persecution and
poverty.” As the guardian of Jesus and Mary, Joseph cannot “be other
than the guardian of the Church,” of her motherhood, and of the Body
of Christ. “Consequently, every poor, needy, suffering or dying person,
every stranger, every prisoner, every infirm person is ‘the child’ whom
Joseph continues to protect.” From St Joseph, writes Pope Francis,
“we must learn… to love the Church and the poor” (5).
A father who teaches the value, dignity and joy of work
“A carpenter who earned an honest living to provide for his family,” St
Joseph also teaches us “the value, the dignity and the joy of what it
means to eat bread that is the fruit of one’s own labour.” This aspect of
Joseph’s character provides Pope Francis the opportunity to launch an
appeal in favour of work, which has become “a burning social issue”
even in countries with a certain level of well-being. “there is a renewed
need to appreciate the importance of dignified work, of which Saint
Joseph is an exemplary patron,” the Pope writes.
Work, he says, “is a means of participating in the work of salvation, an
opportunity to hasten the coming of the Kingdom, to develop our
talents and abilities, and to put them at the service of society and
fraternal communion.” Those who work, he explains, “are cooperating
with God himself, and in some way become creators of the world
around us.” Pope Francis encourages everyone “to rediscover the
value, the importance and the necessity of work for bringing about a
new ‘normal’ from which no one is excluded.” Especially in light of
rising unemployment due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Pope calls
everyone to “review our priorities” and to express our firm conviction
that no young person, no person at all, no family should be without
work!” (6).
A father “in the shadows,” centred on Mary and Jesus
Taking a cue from The Shadow of the Father — a book by Polish
writer Jan Dobraczyński — Pope Francis describes Joseph’s
fatherhood of Jesus as “the earthly shadow of the heavenly Father.”
“Fathers are not born, but made,” says Pope Francis. “A man does not
become a father simply by bringing a child into the world, but by taking
up the responsibility to care for that child.” Unfortunately, in today’s

society, children “often seem orphans, lacking fathers” who are able to
introduce them “to life and reality.” Children, the Pope says, need
fathers who will not try to dominate them, but instead raise them to be
“capable of deciding for themselves, enjoying freedom and exploring
new possibilities.”
This is the sense in which St Joseph is described as a “most chaste”
father, which is the opposite of domineering possessiveness. Joseph,
says Pope Francis, “knew how to love with extraordinary freedom. He
never made himself the centre of things. He did not think of himself,
but focused instead on the lives of Mary and Jesus.”
Happiness for Joseph involved a true gift of self: “In him, we never see
frustration, but only trust,” writes Pope Francis. “His patient silence
was the prelude to concrete expressions of trust.” Joseph stands out,
therefore, as an exemplary figure for our time, in a world that “needs
fathers,” and not “tyrants”; a society that “rejects those who confuse
authority with authoritarianism, service with servility, discussion with
oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, power with destruction.”
True fathers, instead, “refuse to live the lives of their children for them,”
and instead respect their freedom. In this sense, says Pope Francis, a
father realizes that “he is most a father and an educator at the point
when he becomes ‘useless,’ when he sees that his child has become
independent and can walk the paths of life unaccompanied.” Being a
father, the Pope emphasizes, “has nothing to do with possession, but
is rather a ‘sign’ pointing to a greater fatherhood”: that of the “heavenly
Father” (7).
A daily prayer to St Joseph… and a challenge
In his letter, Pope Francis notes how, “Every day, for over forty years,
following Lauds [Morning Prayer]” he has “recited a prayer to Saint
Joseph taken from a nineteenth-century French prayer book of the
Congregation of the Sisters of Jesus and Mary.” This prayer, he says,
expresses devotion and trust, and even poses a certain challenge to
Saint Joseph,” on account of its closing words: “My beloved father, all
my trust is in you. Let it not be said that I invoked you in vain, and
since you can do everything with Jesus and Mary, show me that your
goodness is as great as your power.”
At the conclusion of his Letter, he adds another prayer to St Joseph,
which he encourages all of us to pray together:
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen
Link to full text of Patris corde papal letter

click above photo for youtube about monastery
The angels have been busy these days. Yesterday, "the angel of
the Lord" appeared to Joseph in a dream (Mt 1:20). In our first
reading for today, "an angel of the Lord" appears to the wife of
Manoah (Jdg 13:3), and "the angel of the Lord" appears to
Zechariah in our Gospel (Lk 1:11). What do you suppose would be
your response to an angel's appearance? It may be worth
reflecting on that question. The truth, as our Catechism teaches,
is that "the whole life of the Church benefits from the mysterious
and powerful help of the angels" (CCC 334). Furthermore, "from
its beginning until death, human life is surrounded by their
watchful care and intercession. 'Beside each believer stands an
angel as protector and shepherd leading him to life' .... (CCC 336).
These are some of the reasons we venerate angels for "the
Church venerates the angels who help her on her earthly
pilgrimage and protect every human being" (CCC 352). Ask your
angel to help you as you prepare to celebrate Christmas. May all
our angels protect and guide us as we count down the days to
Christmas with the third of seven "O" Antiphons: O Root of
Jesse ... come to deliver us, and tarry not.
SUDDEN BREEZE
Jeremy Driscoll
Across
water like glass
a fast
and sudden
wind races.
In two directions almost the same:
a flash of ripples.
An angel slicing
the waters
of
the pond,
delivering a message
to the bottom.
Fast again to heaven returned,
the waters all smooth,
the earth blessed.
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Our Lady of the Redwoods Monastery is a community of Roman

St. Joseph Cathedral in Hanoi

Catholic Cistercian (Trappist) nuns founded in 1962 from the Monastery of
Nazareth in Belgium. Living in a wilderness area of old growth redwood
forests contributes profoundly to the spirit of this monastery as well as to
the practical life of our community. Our participation in the monastic
practices of lectio divina, liturgical prayer, and mindfulness of God and
creation build a community of love that extends far beyond the confines of
the monastery. We strive to be open to inner and outer transformation that
forms the fabric of our life at Redwoods.

