
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 16, 2020

Observe what is right, do what is 
just; for my salvation is about to 
come, my justice, about to be 
revealed. 

— Isaiah 56:1

WHY PRAY?
The “foreigners” as Isaiah calls them, the “Gentiles” as Paul

calls them, or the “Canaanites” as Matthew calls them are called to
worship  the  one  true  God  in  prayer.  As  we  listen  to  today’s
readings, perhaps we are tempted to ask: Why pray? The question
is rhetorical; it is tantamount to asking why should friends talk to
one another or people in love kiss one another. Prayer is a way of
relating to God, a way of  talking to God. The apostles had the
opportunity to talk to Jesus in the flesh. We have the opportunity to
talk to Jesus Christ in prayer. Our relationship with him must be
enthusiastic; it  cannot be faint-hearted. John Donne, a fifteenth-
century poet, knew what the qualities of good prayer were. Donne
asks God to treat him differently from most Christians. The poet
does not want God to merely “knock, breathe, shine, and seek to
mend,” but also to “break, blow, burn, and make me new” (Holy
Sonnets, XIV).

It takes a dynamic faith on our part to come to God in prayer.
As Jesus once said, “Knock and the door will be opened to you”
(Matthew 7:7). It may take pounding the door down, but if we are
as  persistent  as  the  woman  in  today’s  Gospel,  the  results  will
follow.                        --J. S. Paluch Co.

SAINT PIUS X (1835-1914)      August 21
Presidential  vetoes  we  understand.  But  imagine  vetoing  a

papal  election!  Yet  in  the  conclave  of  1903,  the  Archbishop of
Cracow (ironically, a predecessor in that office of Karol Wojtyla,
the future John Paul II) vetoed the leading candidate on the order
of  the Austro-Hungarian emperor.  Instead, the cardinals elected
Giuseppe  Sarto  of  Venice  as  Pius  X,  the  first  pope,  after  a
succession of nobles and diplomats, to hail from humble origins.
Nor did the papacy alter his endearing simplicity. Tailors eventually
made his cassock cuffs detachable because he absentmindedly
wiped  his  fountain  pen  on  them,  forgetting  that  his  old  black
cassock had been replaced by papal white! Taking as his motto
“To restore all things in Christ” (Ephesians 1:10), Pius condemned
the  theological  innovations  called  “modernism,”  yet  dramatically
altered the then-common practice whereby people rarely received
Communion  for  fear  of  unworthiness,  mandating  early  First
Communion and urging everyone to frequent reception. Refusing
to  bless  troops  assembled  in  Saint  Peter’s  Square—“I  bless
peace, not war!”—he died brokenhearted as World War I engulfed
Christian Europe despite his peacemaking efforts.

-Peter Scagnelli, ©J. S. Paluch Co.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Ez 24:15-24; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 19:16-22
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10; Dt 32:26-28, 30, 35cd-36ab; Mt 19:23-30
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 20:1-16
Thursday: Ez 36:23-28; Ps 51:12-15, 18-19; Mt 22:1-14
Friday: Ez 37:1-14; Ps 107:2-9; Mt 22:34-40
Saturday: Ez 43:1-7ab; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Mt 23:1-12
Sunday: Is 22:19-23; Ps 138:1-3, 6, 8; Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Wednesday: St. John Eudes
Thursday: St. Bernard
Friday: St. Pius X
Saturday: Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Finance Corner:    Your generosity 
is greatly needed and appreciated!

For the month of August offerings:     
PLEASE mail to St. Philip/St. Teresa Parish,  P. O. Box 339, 
Occidental CA  95465.   Or donate at our website  
www.stphilipstteresa.org  via Paypal or card.  Include your offering
envelope # with your donation.
8/16:  Operating Expenses.   8/30:  Rural Food.

Mark your Calendar for Future Events & Meetings:
Parish Council   [PC]  :  TBA Zoom
Finance Council   [FC]  :  TBA Zoom
Liturgy Committee:  TBA Zoom
St. Teresa Ladies Guild:  Contact Diane, 823-6044
St. Philip Ladies Guild:  Contact Penny, 559-367-7403
Every Friday, Centering Prayer: cancelled for now
Coffee & Goodies: cancelled for now
Mondays & Wednesdays-Seniors Lunch at 12noon:  cancelled for now

     ♥          Mass   Intentions      ♥       Schedule  
All Mass Intentions requested before Covid-19 mid-March closure 
are now being rescheduled for Sunday outdoor Masses.  New 
requests will be appended to later in the 2021 calendar.

8/16 Sun. 8am Mass      Jimmy Newlands

8/16 Sun. 9:30am Mass      Florence Mullins

8/23 Sun. 8am Mass      Tina Bartolo

8/23 Sun. 9:30am Mass      Brendan Smith

Prayer Requests: Leave a message at 707-408-2650.  Teresa K.,
Pat K., Thomas T., Susan B., Lorri McC., Sarah, Clifford J., Terri A.,
Fred P., Theresa S., Sara, Mary Anne P., Barbara, Dave C., Jim P.,
William, Parson P., Dave, Mary O., Bill Z., Daniel, Sally T., Mary K.,
Michael D., Richard M., Kathleen, Peter, Rosa S., Susan B., Joyce
D., Anita C., George H., Mimi H, Steve, Barry, Lorrin K., Hugh P.,
Robert S., Britney N., Jacque W., Rebecca A., April K., Jacinta G.,
Leo A., Ed C. family, Kathy R., Donna W., Jim K., Sherry S., Papke
family., Gail F., Marie N., Christine, James, Pat P., Gerry, Loren

"Reflections on the Liturgy"   Each week, parishioner Patrick 
Griffith writes one or more reflections on Scripture, including the 
Liturgy for the coming Sunday.  The objectives are to tie 
Scripture into our daily lives and address spiritual and moral 
issues of the world around us.  The reflections can be found at 
http://thesoulprospers.blogspot.com.  Selected reflections have 
also been recorded and posted on the parish website.

http://thesoulprospers.blogspot.com./
http://www.stphilipstteresa.org/
https://www.augustins.org/fr/les-collections/peintures


RURAL  FOOD  PROGRAM  AUGUST  2020 UPDATE: 
Seventy recipient families including 39

children and 30 seniors, 80 adults were very
appreciative of the variety of fresh produce,
dairy products, and other much needed food
which filled their vehicles as they made their
way through our drive through distribution.
School age children received school supplies
thanks to the St Teresa Ladies Guild.
      As we look toward food distribution this
fall and winter we are in need of ideas and

equipment to allow us to continue to meet the needs as weather
conditions change. If you have a large tent we can use to shelter
our  clients  and  our  volunteers  at  the  outdoor  drive  through
distribution, please leave a message at the parish office. 
      Again this year we are collecting blankets for our families.
Gently used blankets can be dropped off in the hall after St Philip
Sunday masses or leave a message at 707 408-2650 to arrange
pick up.  If you prefer, send a donation to the parish office for
purchase of new blankets for our families.  
      This program is funded through the Rural Food Collection
each month, private donations and awesome volunteers. Thank
you  for  your  generous  donations  as  we  strive  to  meet  the
nutritional needs of all attendees at our food distributions. 

RURAL FOOD VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES in Parish Hall 
Saturday, September 5 ,  9:00-10:00 am   repackaging 
Monday, September 7,  10:00 – 12:00pm  set up 
Tuesday, September 8,  8:30 – 11:00am   food distribution

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time Gospel  
  reflection by Fr. Thomas Hoisington

“For God delivered all to disobedience, that He might
have mercy upon all.”

Love is what moves people through life.  Love is what motivates.  
Love is what gives meaning to life.  But what is true love?  What 
does real love look like?  The world defines love in countless 
ways, many of which contradict each other.  If you flip through 
television or YouTube channels, you’re likely to find a different 
definition of love offered by each channel.  Love of money, love of 
possessions, love of knowledge, love of pleasure:  all of these are
definitions of love that the world offers for our belief.

The Church proclaims that the love of God is summed up by the 
crucifix.  If we want to know what love is, that’s all the further we 
have to look.  But to understand the love of God, and to make it 
part of our own lives, is something much different and more 
difficult.  It requires faith.

Today’s Gospel Reading, in turn, shows us how faith becomes 
love.

The dialogue between Jesus and the Gentile woman shows how 
God relates to each of us who like the Gentile woman is a sinner.  
This dialogue also shows how God wants us to relate to Him:  
both in our daily lives, and from the broader perspective of our 
spiritual growth over the years.

In Sunday’s Gospel Reading, the evangelist Matthew tells us that a
Canaanite woman—which is to say, an outsider—came to Jesus 
and called out, “Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David!”   This 
woman, despite not being one of the people who had been waiting

for the Messiah, nonetheless knew who Jesus was.  So she cried 
out to Him for help.  But what happened next?

Jesus did not say a word in answer to her.  Not a word!  Here is a 
woman whose daughter is being tormented, yet Jesus did not say 
a word in answer to her.  What kind of love is this?  If you have 
ever prayed intensely for a serious problem, and felt that God did 
not answer your prayer, you can identify with the Gentile woman.

But can you identify with her faith?  Perhaps you can identify with 
her cry for help going unanswered, but can you identify with what 
the woman does next?  She is a woman whose faith is not shaken,
and who puts her faith into action time and again.  She goes now 
to Jesus a second time, and simply says, “Lord, help me.”  What is 
Jesus’ response?

He calls the woman a dog!  He says to this outsider, “It is not right
to take the food of the children and throw it to the dogs.”  The 
“children” Jesus is referring to are the children of Israel, the ones
the Father sent Him to teach, while this woman is an outsider, a 
“dog”.  But why is Jesus talking this way?

God demands faith from us, even when we believe we have none. 
He is willing to “pull” our faith out of us—indeed, to test us—in 
order to purify our faith.  Jesus knows what sort of faith this 
woman has.  He is willing to draw it out, because without faith on 
this woman’s part He will not work a miracle.

Faith is always required for God to work in our lives.  God 
requires faith, in the sense that He demands it from us.  
Whenever you read the Gospel and see an occasion where Jesus 
does not work a miracle, it is not because His divine power has 
“run out”.  Without faith on our part, God’s grace would be an 
empty gift.  But what kind of faith does God want from us?

The faith that God wants from us is not passive.  It’s active.  God
does not want the sort of faith that says, “God is going to take
care of everything, so I can sit back and coast.”  That is not our
Catholic understanding of faith.  Faith involves something active
on our part.  It demands constant prayer.  It demands the sort of
dialogue that we hear between Jesus and the Gentile woman.  We
might even say that God wants us to challenge Him in our prayer,
so  that  He  might  challenge  us  to  greater  faith,  and  thereby
greater  love.
-------------------------------------------------------------
Memo from Pastor…  
Our parish  is in need of a new Volunteer to be in-charge
of  the Department  of  Safe  Environment  for  children and
teenagers.  Interested persons please come forward and
contact  me  for  further  information,  either  in  person  or
through  my  email:   govindu77@gmail.com.
Hoping  to  get  good  response  soon,   Fr.  Bala
-------------------------------------------------------------
Thank you, St. Teresa’s Guild, for funding the
Apple Tree Project this year. We were able to
provide  school  supplies,  still  needed  despite
distance learning, for 67 children in our Rural
Food  Program.  Our  families  were  very
appreciative  of  support  during these difficult
times.               --Diane Schwab Merget

GRATITUDE:  O Thou who has given us so much, 
mercifully grant us one thing more—a grateful heart.
—George Herbert

mailto:govindu77@gmail.com
https://catholicdioceseofwichita.org/reflections/2020-08-16/


  

Metaphor is . . . / . . . love / devising an adequate
grammar . . . John Savant

I’m  not  sure  how  expansive  my  father-in-law’s
musical repertory went; probably not far.  He was a sturdy
Midwesterner (Missouri) and more given to farm financing
than to popular music.   But one favorite  of his was the
familiar:   You  are  my  sunshine,  my  only  sunshine /  You
make me happy when skies are gray /  You'll  never know
dear how much I love you / Please don't take my sunshine
away.   And, knowing my father-in-law, that lyric referred
to his wife alone – and no one else.  

Of course Sergeant Friday might object: Ellen was
neither  the  sun  nor  sunshine.   She  was  a  woman  of  a
certain height and weight, college educated, of Episcopal
Church leanings, five foot two, eyes  of blue . . . Just the
facts,  please.   That  she  could  be  sunshine  defies  all
science  and  logic.   Of  course  Sergeant  Friday  was  a
detective, dedicated to the literal, trained to suspect any
metaphors such as somebody being sunshine.

In today’s  Gospel reading a Canaanite woman –
using straight talk – says she has a daughter tormented by
a demon (which in our  days could be anything mental or
physical or strange).  She asks Jesus to come and heal the
girl.  Jesus does not even have the courtesy to respond.
It’s only after his Jewish disciples urge him to get rid of
her – as an alien and a woman - that he speaks to her.
[And here I want to interject my own – up to date - sense
of  this  episode,  since  such  ancient  stories  are  always
experientially new.]

And so Jesus speaks to the woman – but not with
straight  talk –  like No I  won’t  or  what’s  your addess or
how  far  is  it  to  your  daughter’s  location.   Rather  he
launches into a  metaphor.   In other words he  stages his
response.  He denies the woman’s request by imagining a
Jewish dinner party,  table,  food, drink,  kids,  household
pets, music  – and says: It’s not right to take the food of the
children and throw it to the dogs.  

By  referring  to  Canaanites  as  dogs  could  Jesus
subtley intend that for the ears of his disciples – to whom
such  an  insult  would  sound  quite  “politically  correct”?
But by opening up the panorama of an exclusive dinner
party, could Jesus also be sending a cue to the woman to
pick up on his analogy – to take her place on the stage he
has set up, in hopes that she will assume a role, ad lib a
response?  That’s exactly what she does!  Please, Lord, she
says,  For even the dogs eat the scraps that fall  from the
table of their ‘betters’.  

Right on!  says Jesus.  You picked up my cue – we
understand each other.  We speak the same language; you
are  at  home in  metaphor  as  all  my followers  must  be –
poetic.   Let  it  be  done  as  you  wish.   And  may  we  not
imagine that both Jesus and this alien woman gave each
other  a  wink  of  mutual  understanding  –  while  the
disciples  over time pondered this episode, eventually to
comprehend the universal scope of Christ’s Gospel: that
there is neither Jew nor Gentile, slave nor free, male nor
female, for all are one in Christ Jesus? (Galatians 3:28)  

       --Geoff Wood, 8/16/20

https://www.farmflavor.com/

