
The Transfiguration of the Lord
August 6, 2017
The heavens proclaim his justice;
all peoples see his glory. 
                                — Psalm 97:6

EYEWITNESSES
Today, the Feast of the 

Transfiguration of the Lord, is a day of 
eyewitness accounts. The first, a vision 
reported by the prophet Daniel, was well 
known to Jesus and his apostles. The 

vision account was written in quite mystical and figurative 
language. It is a vision of heaven, powerful and memorable. 
There are flames of fire, burning wheels, the Ancient One, and a
Son of Man. Clearly, Daniel saw something. But was it a 
dream? Was it real? Was it merely a clever myth?

Peter wants no such confusion about his vision! We are told
in Matthew’s Gospel what he and his friends James and John 
saw when they went up on the mountain with Jesus one day. 
Jesus warned the three witnesses to tell no one until “the Son of
Man has been raised from the dead” (Matthew 17:9). Lest 
readers of one of the Gospels discount the story or simply write 
it off as a pious myth, Peter gives his own account of the 
Transfiguration of Jesus in his second letter to the church. He 
writes with authority, as an eyewitness. He reports this message
from God concerning Jesus: “This is my Son, my beloved, with 
whom I am well pleased,” and he assures us that the message 
is “altogether reliable” (2 Peter 1:17, 19).       -- © J. S. Paluch Co.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
As the Latin Mass evolved in the first six centuries, the 

central prayer, what the Greeks called the anaphora and what 
we call today the Eucharistic Prayer, became fairly standard 
almost everywhere in the West. What we now know as 
Eucharistic Prayer I, or the Roman Canon, took a complex 
shape, not at all like the fluid and spontaneous prayers of early 
Rome, but a real architectural construction.

The city of Rome was in a terrible condition by that time, 
and a series of political upheavals, plagues, and invasions 
swept through. Not much of Rome’s former glory was left 
standing, except for the pope, who became a symbol of 
protection and hope for the troubled people. The structures of 
law and administration were swept away in the chaos, and the 
pope gradually assumed authority to restore and maintain order.
Soon, the public liturgy of Rome became the city’s only glory. 
The Romans wanted “good order” not only in their civic life, but 
in their liturgy. One prayer, increasingly enriched by music 
(although when the music tried to overtake the prayer the pope 
banned musical instruments entirely) was the new rule of the 
day. That one prayer, the Roman Canon, was solidly in place 
when the first liturgical book we have, the Leonine 
Sacramentary of 540, was compiled.
.             --Rev. James Field, © J. S. Paluch Co.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-17; Mt 14:13-21

Tuesday: Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-7, 12-13; Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14

Wednesday: Nm 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 26-35; Ps 106:6-7ab, 13-23; Mt 15:21-28

Thursday: 2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-9; Jn 12:24-26

Friday: Dt 4:32-40; Ps 77:12-16, 21; Mt 16:24-28

Saturday: Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; Mt 17:14-20

Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85:9-14; Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33

Prayer Requests:   Nina Mikolasko, Sergio, Gary, Teresa Kooi, Pat 
Kampmann, Nino S.,  Pete, Thomas Tolar, Susan Brown, Felicia 
Gonzalez, Holly White, Kathleen, Jamie Silva, Lorri McCamen, Sarah, 
Clifford James, Terri Andrews,  Marilyn Vitali, Fred Pisani, Theresa 
Spiteri, Sara, Fr. Sergott, Mary Anne Parque, Dorothy Komarek Denton,
Steve, Sr. Marjorie Krusky, Barbara, Kathy Higgins, Dave Creeth, Sheila
& Art Hansen, Dennis Mitchell, Jim Pearson

Finance Corner:    

Your generosity is greatly
needed and appreciated!

For the month of July/August offerings:    

7/30:  1st  Collection:  $1738.  Rural Food:  $1941.
8/6:  Operating Expenses.  8/13:  Capital Expenditures.

Mark your Calendar for Future Events & Meetings:

Parish Council:  Thurs., 8/17/17, at 6:30-8:00PM in Hall

Finance Council:  Thurs., 9/7/17, at 1:00PM in Hall

St. Teresa Ladies Guild:  Contact Diane, 823-6044

St. Philip Ladies Guild:  Contact Dolores, 874-6072

Every Friday, Centering Prayer: 9:30 AM at St Philip

Coffee & Goodies: Following 8 AM Sunday Mass and

Monday/Wednesday after 9 AM Mass, at St Philip Hall

Mondays & Wednesdays-Seniors Lunch at 12noon:
All seniors welcome! (No lunch Monday before 2nd Tuesday of month)

     ♥          Mass   Intentions        ♥         Schedule

Sat., August 5, 5pm Mass      Brendan Smith

Sun., August 6, 8am Mass for the People   

Sun., August 6, 9:30am Mass 

Sun., August 6, 11:15am Mass      Emily & Joe Palmer

Mon., August 7, 9am Mass 

Tues., August 8, 9am Mass

Wed., August 9, 9am Mass      Tina Bartolo

Thurs., August 10, 9am Mass                          

Fri., August 11, 9am Mass       

Sat., August 12, 5pm Mass      Brendan Smith

Sun., August 13, 8am Mass      Joyceda Bode Francis

Sun., August 13, 9:30am Mass for the People   

Sun., August 13, 15am Mass      Jessica Chavez

Mon., August 14, 5pm Vigil Mass of the Assumption, Occidental
Tues., August 15, 9am Mass of the Assumption, Bodega
Tues., August 15, 12noon Mass of the Assumption, Occidental

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES                                                         
Sunday: The Transfiguration of the Lord

Monday: St. Sixtus II and Companions; St. Cajetan

Tuesday: St. Dominic

Wednesday: St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein)

Thursday: St. Lawrence

Friday: St. Clare

Saturday: St. Jane Frances de Chantal; Blessed Virgin Mary

SING YOUR SONG

Alas for those 

who never sing,

but die with their 

music within them.
    —Oliver Wendell Holmes

TOTALITY

Totally love Him, who gave himself totally for your love.
—St. Clare



RURAL FOOD PROGRAM UPDATE for JULY 2017
   On July 11 we welcomed  96 families representing  140  adults,  45

children and 31 seniors for a total of   216  people receiving nutritional

support. This program is funded through the Rural Food Collection on

the last Sunday of each month as well as through private donations

and the generous support of our volunteers. 

URGENT CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS TO ASSIST WITH SET UP.    

   This  year  five  long-serving  volunteers  have  retired  for  health

reasons.  This has particularly impacted us on Mondays in which we

set up the facility for Rural Food distribution on the second Tuesday of

the  month.   The  tasks  of  sorting  and  bagging  fresh  produce,  off-

loading pallets of food products that we distribute and setting up the

distribution tables are among the tasks.  Please contact Rod DeMartini

(roddemar@comcast.net)  if  you  need  any  additional  information.

Thank You!

   Please  continue  to  collect  paper  grocery  bags,  especially  with

handles, and egg cartons.  We are looking into biodegradable produce

bags and recyclable grocery bags for our clients.

RURAL FOOD VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Saturday, August 5, from 9-10:00 am repackaging -- Parish Hall

Monday, August 7, from 12:30 – 2:30pm to set up the Parish Hall 

Tuesday, August 8, from 8:30 – 11:00am to distribute the food and

assist clients. 

Flowers for the Altar during the Year 
Flowers for  the altar  are  a spiritual  investment  for  a loved one,  to

celebrate any occasion, or just to express gratitude for your blessings.

Flowers are also a gift to all of us as we enter and see the glorious

display around the altar and experience the liturgy framed by such

exquisite beauty. We appreciate your donations! To contribute for St.

Philip Church flowers, please call 874-6072. 

Exclusive Limited Print of Ansel Adams’ original  
photograph of St. Teresa Church from 1953:  All proceeds
will  support needed restoration of St. Teresa of Avila Mission.
Only  500  prints  have  been  printed  from  Ansel’s  original
negative.  Each  reprint  is  individually  numbered.  Prints  are
available for a tax deductible donation of $175. Please contact
restoration  committee  members  for  your  limited  print:  Peg  at
707-867-6073 or Bob at 707-875-9148. 

Fr. Joseph Sergott, O. P., who had a stroke the week following
his  visit  to  our  parish  this   winter,  reports  that  he  is  slowly
returning to health.  He is now permitted to drive, and, for the
first time, has said Mass unassisted.  He is being assigned to the
Dominican Church in Portland, Oregon in September.  He sends
his greetings and blessings to you all and thanks you for your
many prayers and best wishes.    ~Fr. Allen

St Philip and St Teresa CAREGIVING MINISTRY:  
Ministering to the sick, elderly and needy of the parish by…

• Visiting, shopping

• Transportation (to support groups, doctor appointments, 

religious functions, etc)

• Socializing and companionship

• Providing specialized information.

Program is available to people in the area in need of our 

support. Contact: Dolores Novello (707-874-6072) or the 

office (707-874-3812)

Pope Francis Tweet
“We effectively do good when we do it without seeking re-

ward and in the concrete situations of life.”

SAVE THE DATE!
Holy Day Vigil Mass and Volunteers Reception  

Monday,  August  14th,  at  St.  Philip  Church,
there  will  be  a  5PM  Vigil  Mass  of  the
Assumption  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,
followed by a light dinner at the parish hall to
celebrate our volunteers and to meet our new
pastor,  Fr.  Fergal  McGuinness.   Please RSVP
no later than August 7th, either by signing the
reservation form on the entry table in church,
by calling the parish office (707-874-3812), or
by emailing to philip.teresa@ yahoo.com.   

Mass Intentions:  There is no better way to celebrate life’s 
occasions or memorialize a loved one than to have Mass 
offered for those who are important to us. A call to the 
parish office will set a date for the Mass. Most persons choose
to offer a “stipend’ of $10, but this is always optional. 

Cemetery News
Our  Calvary  Cemetery  at  Bodega  was  inadvertently

left off the recent Volunteer Interest Survey.  Please

consider becoming a volunteer at this beautiful setting

that belongs to our parish.  For information, call

Art Hansen at 874-3681 or the office at 874-3812.

Parish Notes:  To keep in touch after July 31st, here is
Fr. Loren Allen’s contact information:

Mailing address:  
    PO Box 2656
    Sebastopol  CA  95473-265
His email remains the same:
    LORALL@PRODIGY.NET

  
Our lovely senior lunch program serves meals 
on Mondays & Wednesdays to a group of fun 
and dedicated diners in St Philip Hall at noon. 
We are extending an invitation to all seniors to 
attend any time you would like to join us.  (Monthly 

menu available online at www.stphilipstteresa.org)

Angela Center           535 Angela Drive, SR           707-528-8578

Contemplative Movement
Led by Robin Gates

Wednesdays in August
10-10:45 AM

Drop-ins welcome
Cost:  $5 each day

Tables, chairs, or any other church property request: 
If you need to use our hall tables, chairs, etc., please contact
Hal (874-3304) or the parish office to find out the availability so
we can try to accommodate and process your request. Items
must be returned promptly.  Thank you for your cooperation in
this matter.
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