
Third Sunday of Easter 

April 18, 2021

You alone, O LORD,
bring security to 
my dwelling.

— Psalm 4:9

                                                            
FULFILLMENT

It is interesting that during the Easter season, when we
do not  hear  a  reading  from the  Old  Testament,  it  becomes so
important.  This is  particularly  true today.  Peter’s  speech begins
with a prayer formula familiar to Jews: “The God of Abraham . . .”
(Acts  3:13).  It  likewise  contains  the  potent  phrases  “Holy  and
Righteous One” and “mouth of all the prophets” (3:14, 18). Peter
was  stating  in  no  uncertain  terms  that  the  law,  psalms,  and
prophets had been fulfilled in Christ. This is reinforced by Jesus
himself in the Gospel passage, when he states that everything in
the scriptures (to the early Christians “the scriptures” were what
we call the Old Testament) had to be fulfilled. Above all, Jesus and
Peter both emphasize that we are witnesses to all of this, and are
sent forth to bear witness to it in the world. The Latin Missa, from
which our word “Mass” comes, means “sent” (as in “mission”). As
we leave Mass today, let us remember to be witnesses to all that
has been fulfilled in the risen Christ.           --J. S. Paluch Co.

FEAST OF FAITH 
The Second Reading

The Liturgy of the Word generally follows a consistent
pattern of three readings and a psalm. The second reading
is always taken from one of the New Testament epistles or
the book of  Revelation,  and generally  is  not  intentionally
aligned with either the Gospel or the first reading.

Where would we be without these letters in which great
saints and apostles like Paul, Peter, James, and John share
their wisdom and pastoral good sense with the early Christian
communities? It  is  in these letters,  even more than in the
Gospel narratives, that we learn what it means to be church:
to live with each other, in the world yet not of the world, in
these  days  after  the  Lord’s  resurrection.  Each  New
Testament  letter  was  written  by  a  particular  leader  for  a
particular community at a particular time. We are reminded of
this at the beginning of the proclamation—“A reading from
the letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians,” or the Corinthians,
or  the  Thessalonians.  These  texts  were  shaped  by  their
particular historical and cultural context, but at the same time,
through the liturgy, these letters are written to us, here, today.
They speak to the realities of Christian living no matter where
—or when—we live. They are truly “the word of the Lord” for
us.                           —Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30; Jn 6:22-29
Tuesday: Acts 7:51- 8:1a; Ps 31:3cd-4,6,7b,8a,17, 21ab; Jn 6:30-35
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8; Ps 66:1-3a, 4-7a; Jn 6:35-40
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20; Jn 6:44-51
Friday: Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-17; Jn 6:60-69
Sunday: Acts 4:8-12; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29; 

1 Jn 3:1-2; Jn 10:11-18

Finance Corner:        Your generosity  is
greatly needed and appreciated!    For the
month of April offerings:     PLEASE mail to St.
Philip/St. Teresa Parish,  P. O. Box 339, Occidental CA  95465.   Or donate at 
our website  www.  stphilipstteresa.org    via Paypal or card.  Please include 
your offering envelope # [if you have one] with your donation.  Bless you!       
4/18:  Weekly Church Offering.   4/25:    Rural Food.

Mark your Calendar for Future Events & Meetings:
Parish Council   [PC]  :  TBA Zoom
Finance Council   [FC]  :  TBA Zoom
Liturgy Committee:  TBA Zoom
St. Teresa Ladies Guild:  Contact Diane, 823-6044
St. Philip Ladies Guild:  Contact Penny, 559-367-7403
Centering Prayer ZOOM: Tues. noon/Fri. 930am -  info www.stphilipstteresa.org

     ♥          Mass Intentions      ♥       Schedule  
Email or voicemail the office to request a future Wed/Thurs/Sun Mass 
Intention. ($10 offering is mailed to PO Box 339, Occidental CA 
95465.)

4/18  Sun. 8am Mass     Ruth Herold

4/18  Sun. 9:30am Mass     Brendan Smith

4/25  Sun. 8am Mass for the People    

4/25  Sun. 9:30am Mass     Brendan Smith 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Prayer Requests:  Please leave a message at 707-408-2650 to add or
remove  a  name  from  the  next  bulletin.   Thank  you.
Teresa K., Pat K., Thomas T., Susan B., Lorri McC., Sarah, Clifford J., Terri A.,
Fred P., Theresa S., Sara, Mary Anne P.,  Barbara, Dave C., Jim P., William,
Parson P.,  Dave,  Mary O.,  Bill  Z.,  Daniel,  Sally T.,  Michael  D.,  Richard M.,
Kathleen,  Peter,  Rosa S.,  Susan B.,  Joyce D.,  Anita C.,  George H., Mimi H,
Steve,  Barry,  Lorrin  K.,  Hugh P.,  Robert  S.,  Britney N.,  Chuck,  Jacque W.,
Rebecca A., April K., Jacinta G., Leo A., Ed C. family, Kathy R., Donna W., Jim
K., Sherry S., Papke family., Gail F., Marie N., Christine, James,   Gary S., Peter
R., Gerry N., Diane K., Janet K. 

RURAL FOOD PROGRAM UPDATE for Mar 2021:     
On Tuesday, March 9, fifty families received nutritional 
support during our drive through distribution at the St Philip’s 
Parking lot.   Rural Food volunteers braved cold, rainy weather 
to participate in setting up for and distributing a wide variety 
of food to support  those who attended. This month marks one 
year since we dramatically changed our operations to become a 
drive-through distribution due to the Covid 19 pandemic.  
This program is funded through the Rural Food Collection each 
month, private donations and the dedicated, awesome 
volunteers. Thank you for your generous donations as we 
strive to meet the nutritional needs of all attendees at our 
food distributions. 
RURAL FOOD VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES in the Parish 
Hall and parking area Saturday, April 10 , 9-10:00 am 
repackaging; Monday, April 12,  9:00 – 11:00am  set up  
and Tuesday, April 13,  7:30 – 11:00 to distribute food to
clients. 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES                                             
Wednesday:  St. Anselm
Friday:      St. George;  St. Adalbert
Saturday:  St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen

http://www.stphilipstteresa.org/
http://www.stphilipstteresa.org/
https://fatherharry.org/


From the Chancery...

This mail is from From: Santa Rosa Diocese 
Sent: Mon, Apr 12, 2021 12:58 pm
RE: Novena for Victims of Abuse  APRIL 19 - APRIL 28

www.srdiocese.org/aprilnovena
(The above link has each day’s video and all prayers)

April is recognized as Child Abuse Awareness Month. This 
year the Diocese of Santa Rosa will have a novena that will 
be prayed with a decade of the rosary, beginning on April 
19th and continuing for 9 additional consecutive nights. 
It will start with the Sorrowful Mysteries for the first five 
nights and then continue with the Glorious Mysteries. 
Bishop Vasa will lead the 10th night (April 28th, the Feast 
of St. Louis de Montfort), and include a prayer for people to
renew their consecration to Our Blessed Mother through the
prayer of St. Louis de Montfort.
 
Please share this information through your various regular 
communication channels and bulletin. Join us as we pray 
for healing.

NOTE:  See the PDF page at the end of this week’s bulletin 
for more information on the event and prayers.

Detail of an icon of the Three Holy Hierarchs, from Veliky Novgorod, Russia. Left
to right: St. Basil the Great, St. John Chrysostom, St. Gregory of Nazianzus. 
(Source: Wikimedia Commons) 

Deacon-structing Doctors of the Church, Part 2
    by Deacon Pedro

Last week  we began learning a bit about the saints whom the 
Church calls “doctors” for their contributions to the theology or
doctrine of the Church, including the four Great Latin Fathers. 
There are 36 in total. Today we continue with these six: 

Basil the Great: He is one of the four Great Greek Fathers and 
one of the Cappadocian Fathers. Basil was the bishop of 
Caesarea in Cappadocia (modern-day Turkey) in the 4th 
century. His four siblings, Macrina, Naucratius, Peter of 
Sebaste, and Gregory of Nyssa are all venerated as saints. Basil
is known for helping develop the monastic traditions of the 

Eastern Church. He attended the Council of Constantinople, 
where he supported the Nicene Creed. He was also a strong 
opponent of the Arian heresy and helped with our 
understanding of the Trinity. Among his writings are On the 
Holy Spirit, Refutation of the Apology of the Impious Eunomius, 
Moralia, and Asketika. Many of his sermons and letters still 
exist. 

“Annunciations are frequent; incarnations are rare.” 
– St. Basil

Gregory of Nanzianzus: He is also one of the four Great 
Greek Fathers and one of the three Cappadocian Fathers. He 
was a good friend of Basil and Archbishop of Constantinople. 
He was also influential in helping developing our Trinitarian 
theology and the theology concerning the nature of the Holy 
Spirit. He is the one who first used the idea that “the Spirit 
proceeds from the Father”. Gregory was also an ardent 
opponent of Arianism. His most well-known writings include 
two autobiographical poems, De Vita Sua and De Se Ipso, as 
well as many letters and sermons. 

“Grace is given not to them who speak [their faith] 
but to those who live their faith.” 
– St. Gregory of Nanzianzus

Athanasius: He is the third of the four Great Greek Fathers 
and a contemporary of Basil and Gregory of Nanzianzus. He 
was bishop of Alexandria, Egypt, for 45 years. Athanasius was 
also an opponent of Arianism and attended the First Council of
Nicaea as a deacon, assisting his bishop. After his death, 
Gregory of Nanzianzus hailed him as a “Pillar of the Church”. 
He was also the first person to identify the 27 books of the 
New Testament that we still use today. Among his writings are 
Against the Heathens, The Incarnation of the Word of God, Life of 
Antony, Discourse on Virginity, and Love and Self Control. Many of
his letters and treatises also still exist, including his Letters to 
Serapion and his Epistle to Marcellinus. 

“Christ was made man that we might be made God.”
– St. Athanasius

Bonaventure: He was a Franciscan and cardinal bishop of 
Albano who lived in the 13th century. He was a student 
together with Thomas Aquinas in Paris and is known as the 
Seraphic Doctor. Bonaventure’s contributions at the Second 
Council of Lyon led to a union of the Greek and Latin Churches.
He made numerous contributions to theology and philosophy, 
namely in the areas of faith and reason, teaching that the goal 
of all the arts and sciences is the direct contemplation of God. 
Among his writings are Commentary on the Sentences of 
Lombard, Journey of the Soul into God, Reduction of the Arts to 
Theology, The Life of Christ, The Tree of Life, and The Life of St. 
Francis. 

Let meditation of Christ's life be your one and only 
aim, your rest, your food, your desire, your study." 
– St. Bonaventure

https://slmedia.org/blog/telling-them-apart-three-great-gregorys
https://slmedia.org/blog/deacon-structing-doctors-of-the-church-part-1
https://slmedia.org/blog/deacon-structing-doctors-of-the-church-part-2
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Three_Holy_Hierarchs_(Novgorod).jpg
http://www.srdiocese.org/aprilnovena
http://www.srdiocese.org/aprilnovena
https://slmedia.org/blog/deacon-structing-doctors-of-the-church-part-2


Anselm: Known as the Magnificent Doctor and the Marian 
Doctor, he was a Benedictine monk and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury between 1093 and 1109. He is known as the 
“father of scholasticism”. His theology can be summarized with
the phrase “faith seeking understanding”. Among his writings 
are A Monologue on the Reason for Faith, An Address on God’s 
Existence, Cur Deus Homo, On the Virgin Conception and Original 
Sin, and his dialogues: De Grammatico, De Veritate, De Libertate 
Arbirtrii, and On the Devil’s Fall. 

“For I do not seek to understand in order that I may 
believe, but I believe in order to understand. For this
also I believe-that unless I believe I shall not 
understand.” 
– St. Anselm  

Isidore of Seville: He was the Archbishop of Seville, Spain, 
between 600 and 636. He eradicated Arianism and presided 
over the second and third Councils of Seville and the Fourth 
Council of Toledo. He established a seminary in every diocese 
in Spain and made sure that the arts and medicine were 
taught in seminaries. His most famous work, Etymologiae, is an
encyclopedia of the universal knowledge of the time. He wrote 
many books on various topics ranging from grammar, 
geography, astronomy, mathematics, history, scripture, and 
monasticism. Among them, Chronica Majora, On the Nature of 
Things, De differentiis verborum, Questions on the Old Testament, 
On the Origin and Death of the Fathers, and On Church Duties. 

"If a man wants to be always in God's company, he 
must pray regularly and read regularly. When we 
pray, we talk to God; when we read, God talks to 
us." 
– Isidore of Seville

Come back next week, as we continue looking at the Doctors 
of the Church, including Bernard de Clairvaux and Alphonsus 
Liguori. 

Every week, Deacon Pedro takes a particular 
topic apart, not so much to explore or 
explain the subject to its fullness, but rather 
to provide insights that will deepen our 
understanding of the subject. And don’t 
worry, at the end of the day he always puts 
the pieces back together. There are no limits 
to deaconstructing: Write to him and ask any 

questions about the faith or Church teaching: pedro@saltandlighttv.org. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 MARTYRDOM
It is not the suffering but the cause                       
that makes the martyr.
—English proverb 

NATURE’S LESSONS
Believe one who has tried, you shall find a fuller

satisfaction in the woods than in books. The trees
and the rocks will teach you that which you cannot

hear from the masters.  
—St. Bernard of Clairvaux

View of the Manhattan Bridge from Williamsburg, Brooklyn     

Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to
them ‘Peace be with you’.

(an old essay from a long time ago - slightly revised)

It’s consoling to know that no matter how firmly
we lock our doors, Jesus can still break in upon our privacy,
bringing with him the radiance of a divine world we’ve long
forgotten.  There was a time, of course, when our doors
and windows seemed to be wide open, when our senses of
sight, hearing, touch, imagination were especially sharp to
pick up the traces of God’s Spirit all around us, be it in a
rose arbor or blue jay or the sound and scent of a seascape.
Or as Wordsworth put it:  There was a time when meadow,
grove and stream, / The earth, and every common sight, / To
me did seem / Appareled in celestial light.  

But driven by some radical anxiety, similar to that
of  the  disciples  in  today’s  Gospel,  we  learned  early  to
bridle our senses,  to detect only the ominous instead of
the wonderful  in our environment.  We learned to think
survival, to lock our doors, shutter our windows - to dwell
within a world of business gray.

Still,  even  as  we  grow  older,  Christ  can  intrude
upon us as he did upon those mournful disciples.  Now and
again, by way of little incidents, he can appear among us
to remind us that there’s so much more to reality than our
doubting minds will  allow -  as he did with Anne Porter,
who  tells  of  a  wartime  Sunday  morning  walk  in  1940’s
Manhattan with the littlest of her sons.  First Avenue was
empty and gray.  No one was up.  The bridges over the
East  River stood  silent  like  great  webs  of  stillness.
Returning  home  past  locked-up  shops,  she  paused  to
notice one window heaped with old lamps, guitars, radios,
dusty furs -  And there among them a pawned christening
dress  /  White  as  a  waterfall –  so luminous in itself  as to
reveal the worth of everything else that we tend to treat as
pawns in life - as a mere “chess game”.

That’s how Christ and the real world he represents
can break in upon us  -  so that suddenly we  realize how

https://frugalfrolicker.com/nyc-bridges/
mailto:pedro@saltandlighttv.org
https://frugalfrolicker.com/nyc-bridges/


much we have let death constrict our minds and, if only for
a brief moment, find ourselves longing to share in Christ’s
victory  over  death,  to  explore  with  him  once  more  the
brilliant,  perpetual  NOW  that  lies  beyond  our  muted
senses.

Marcel Proust in his masterpiece In Search Of Lost
Time writes often of such moments when, for instance, the
taste of a French pastry dipped in tea would lift his hero,
Marcel,  out  of  the  boredom of  his  Parisian  social  life  to
taste again the sacramental quality of his childhood village
of Combray - where the names of the village streets (Rue
Saint-Jacques,  Rue  Sainte-Hildegarde,  Rue  du  Saint-
Esprit)  made  him  feel  he  dwelt  in  nothing  less  than  a
suburb of God’s celestial Jerusalem.  And
then there was the  village church of St.
Hilaire,  whose  sculptured  facade  and
stained  glass  interior  were  but  a
revelation of the true worth of the shops
around  it  and  existence  in  general  and
particular.   And its spire! - as if it were the
very Finger of God tenderly touching the
earth. 

Moments of epiphany!  Moments when Christ and
the  fullness  of  life  he  represents  intrude  upon  our
shuttered world!  Stay alert!  Their frequency may be only
dependent  upon  how  often  we  truly  wish  they  would
happen.                                           

                                                                          --Geoff Wood, 4/11/21

NIGHT PRAYER: Monday 4/12 

I can only imagine... 
I can only imagine
how wide, how deep,
how boundless, how sweet
is your mercy, Lord...

I can only imagine, and humbly so,
how you loved me enough
to lay down your life on the Cross:
   mercy flowing from your pierced side, 
   from the depths of your heart
   - for me...

I can only imagine
how you love me today,
though you know I'll sin again and again:
   you stay by my side,
   prepared to forgive 
   with mercy that knows no end...

I can only imagine
(hope, trust and pray!) 
that my life will end in your loving arms:
   my sins swept away on mercy's waves,
   my heart at peace, my soul at rest,
   at last and for always, O Lord...
  
I can only imagine the wonder and awe
of seeing you face to face, Lord;
I can only imagine the homecoming joy
when the gift of your mercy gathers as one
all those I've loved in this life:
   healed and forgiven
   one in your love,
   together for ever and ever...

Protect me, Lord, as I lie awake,
imagining your infinite mercy 
and watch over me when I fall asleep
and dream of the promise your mercy makes,
that awake, I might keep watch with you
and asleep, rest in your peace...
Amen.

----------------------------------------------------------------------

A photo of young Prince Philip playing Macbeth 

A Poem on Prince Philip (1921-2021): ‘As an Actor in
Macbeth’ by Phillip Whidden

He wore a white gold crown wherever he
Was living, Denmark, Greece, and also here

In Scotland and in England. Like a spree
Of happiness, he was a musketeer

Of royal beauty whose blond diadem
Was full of pranks and alpha male-ish fun.

His suffering something to deny, a gem
Worn silently concealed the way a nun

Belies distress, young Philip’s pain was hard
As diamonds inside a regal watch

That keeps to time inerrantly. If scarred,
He never showed it.  Platinum the swatch
__Of hair across his forehead, silver gold,

__Was like a future victory foretold. 

https://classicalpoets.org/2021/04/09/a-poem-on-prince-philip-1921-2021-as-an-actor-in-macbeth-by-phillip-whidden/#comments
https://concordpastor.blogspot.com/2021/04/night-prayer-monday-412.html
https://www.pinterest.com/marcelitaswann/combray-the-church/
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-edL9IbdxVhU/YHSQtcHsC6I/AAAAAAAAnNg/S95aFV__YEYPOfwTZx5_yOFTLkzKT2jygCLcBGAsYHQ/s320/NIGHT%2BPHOTO%2Bcopy%2B2.png
https://classicalpoets.org/2021/04/09/a-poem-on-prince-philip-1921-2021-as-an-actor-in-macbeth-by-phillip-whidden/#comments


 

Novena for Victims of Abuse 
For use during the YouTube Novena starting on April 19, 2021 

 
 

 

APRIL 19TH—APRIL 28TH 

April is recognized as Child Abuse 

Awareness Month. This year the 

Diocese of Santa Rosa will have a 

novena that will be prayed with a 

decade of the rosary, beginning on 

April 19th and continuing for 9 

additional consecutive nights. 
 

It will start with the Sorrowful Mysteries for the first five 

nights and then continue with the Glorious Mysteries. 

Bishop Vasa will lead the 10th night (April 28th, the 

Feast of St. Louis de Montfort), and include a prayer for 

people to renew their consecration to Our Blessed 

Mother through the prayer of St. Louis de Montfort. 
 

 

Each day begin with  
 

A PRAYER FOR VICTIMS OF ABUSE 

God of endless love, 

ever caring, ever strong always present, always just; 

You gave your only Son 

to save us by his Blood on the Cross.  
 

Gentle Jesus, shepherd of peace, 

join to your own suffering 

the pain of all who have been hurt 

in body, mind, and spirit 

by those who betrayed the trust placed in them.  
 

Hear the cries of our brothers and sisters  

who have been gravely harmed, 

and the cries of those who love them.  

Soothe their restless hearts with hope,  
 

steady their shaken spirits with faith.  

Grant them justice for their cause,  

enlightened by your truth.  
 

Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts, 

heal your people’s wounds 

and transform brokenness into wholeness.  
 

Grant us the courage and wisdom,  

humility and grace, to act with justice.  

Breathe wisdom into our prayers and labors.  
 

Grant that all harmed by abuse  

might find peace in justice.  

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 

 

Then say a 
 

DECADE OF THE ROSARY  

Sorrowful Mysteries: April 19-23 

Glorious Mysteries: April 24-28 

 

 

 

Each day end with  
 

PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL  

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 

Be our defense against the wickedness  

and snares of the Devil.  

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, 

O Prince of heavenly hosts, 

by the power of God, 

thrust into hell Satan, 

and all evil spirits, 

who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

Amen  
 

HAIL HOLY QUEEN  

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, 

our life, our sweetness and our hope. 

To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve.  

To you do we send up our sighs,  

mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.  

Turn then, most gracious advocate, 

your eyes of mercy towards us; 

and after this our exile,  

show unto us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus.  

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. 

Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God 

That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 

 

Rosary Prayers 
 

OUR FATHER 

Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name; 

thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

HAIL MARY 

Hail, Mary, full of grace, 

the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

pray for us sinners, 

now and at the hour of our death. Amen.  
 

GLORY BE 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit,  

as it was in the beginning is now,  

and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  



 

 

 

Sorrowful Mysteries  
 

Day One—AGONY IN THE GARDEN  

He was in such agony and he prayed so fervently that his 

sweat became like drops of blood falling on the ground. 

(Lk 22:44) 
 

Many victims of child sexual abuse suffer in silence for 

years, wrestling alone with the agony of their memories 

and pain. We pray that the Church may always be a 

place where they can come to share their stories, be 

received in love and compassion, and be supported on 

the path to healing.  
 

 

Day Two—SCOURGING AT THE PILLAR  

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him scourged. (Jn 19:1)  
 

The experience of child sexual abuse may leave scars no 

less profound than the scars of a scourging, though they 

often remain unseen. We must strive to make our parish 

communities places where victims can feel safe to share 

their burdens and to find healing and peace.  
 

 

Day Three—CROWNING WITH THORNS  

And the soldiers wove a crown out of thorns and placed 

it on his head, and clothed him in a purple cloak, and 

they came to him and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And 

they struck him repeatedly. (Jn 19:2-3)  
 

Those who have survived sexual abuse may feel isolated 

from the community, set apart and unwelcome. Jesus 

must have felt the same as the soldiers mocked and 

tortured him. As members of Christ’s Body, the Church, 

we are called to see Christ in our brothers and sisters in 

need and offer them our aid, comfort, and support. 
 

 

Day Four—CARRYING OF THE CROSS 

They pressed onto service a passer-by, Simon, a 

Cyrenian, who was coming in from the country, the father 

of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. (Mk 15:21) 
 

Simon helped Jesus carry his cross, helping him bear the 

weight and the burden. So must we help victims of child 

sexual abuse bear the weight and burden of their 

experiences, helping them to find healing in God who is 

light and life. 
 

 

Day Five—THE CRUCIFIXION 

Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I 

commend my spirit;” and when he had said this he 

breathed his last.” (Lk 23:46) 
 

We commend into God’s hands all those who are at risk 

for child sexual abuse, those who are doing the hard 

work of healing, and those who are not yet ready to 

begin the healing process. Through our prayers, efforts, 

and sacrifices, may they come to know the peace and 

wholeness that only God can bring. 

 

 

 

 

 

Glorious Mysteries  
 

Day Six—THE RESURRECTION  

“Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not 

here, but he has been raised.” (Lk 24:5-6) 
 

The Father’s gift of healing is a wondrous thing, bringing 

new life and hope from what was pain and despair. We 

pray for all victims of child sexual abuse, that they may 

come to abundant new life in the Risen Lord.  
 

 

Day Seven—THE ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN  

As [the apostles] were looking on, [Jesus] was lifted up, 

and a cloud took him from their sight. (Acts 1:9) 
 

Jesus ascended into heaven in the presence of his 

Apostles, making them his witnesses to the whole world. 

We, too, are called to be witnesses, speaking on behalf 

of vulnerable children and young people and helping to 

build a society where they are safe from those who 

would steal their trust and their innocence.  
 

 

Day Eight—THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to 

proclaim. (Acts 2:4)  
 

The Spirit brought the Apostles the gift of courage. No 

longer did they hide behind locked doors in the upper 

room, seeking their own safety. Rather, they boldly went 

out into the city proclaiming the Good News of Jesus 

Christ and calling the people to repentance in his name. 

In the same way, we must boldly speak out to protect 

children and to create environments where they can 

grow and learn in safety.  
 

 

Day Nine—THE ASSUMPTION  

The woman herself fled into the desert where she had a 

place prepared by God. (Rv 12:6) 
 

At her death, Mary was assumed into heaven, body and 

soul. As she carried the Son of God in her body, her body 

was taken to heaven to share in the full glory of her Son. 

We pray for those victims of child sexual abuse who seek 

healing and wholeness, that Mary will present them to 

her Son who alone makes us whole. 
 

 

Day Ten—THE CROWNING OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY AS QUEEN OF HEAVEN 

I will make your name renowned through all generations; 

thus nations shall praise you forever. (Ps 45:18) 
 

As the Mother of our Redeemer, Mary was crowned as 

Queen of Heaven. From heaven, she intercedes for us as 

a loving mother. We entrust into her maternal care all 

vulnerable children and young people, praying that she 

will intercede on their behalf and keep them safe from 

all harm.  

 


